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& Farch of "Of l 
B RISTOL 


Recovering her Vail outof the 


hands of them: that have ſmitten 
- and wounded her, and taken it away. 
BEING, 


A juſt and neceſſary Vindication, from a 
falſe and ſcandalous imputation caſt upon her by 
Dennzs Holliſter formerly a Member of her,bur 
now an Apoſtate from, and an oppoſer of 
thoſe Waics, Truths and People, which 
once he ſeemed zealous for. 


As appears by a late Pamphlet put forth by him, cal- 
led, The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered. 


With ſome particular words, from ſome particular per- 
ſons whom ke hath by name abuſed and reproached. 
Likewiſe a word by Thomas Ewen, unto what concerns him 
inthe faid Pamphlet, and alfo to thelater part of ano- 
ther Book, called, Satay enthroned in his 
Chair of Peftilence. 
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depart from the ſeith,giving beed to ſeducing Spirirs, and dofrins of Devils. 


Dabb 


80 draw away 


—_ «fier them 
16. Io, 24. 'Omy People that dwelleſ: i in Sion, be110t e108 afraid of the Aﬀyrian, YÞ 
Condon, Printed for Thomas Brewſter, at the three Bibles ag the Had 


Weſt-end of Pauls, 16 57. 
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Courteous Reader, 


- 


7 # bnt little pleaſure or delight, 10 the Aus 
 thors of the enſuing Papers, that they ſhould 
7; fill the world, or take np thy pretious time 
2 with matters of this nature , there being at F 
Z , this day ſo many things, of (6 much higher x 
=; Cconcernment, for the minds of 1mmortal- x 
Souls to be taken np With, and ſeriouſly im- 
ploged about: Butwe being ( to ourigrief, aud uyainſt our 
wills, forced hereunto, ) for the vindication of the Frith, and 
juſtification of the waies thereof , ) by alate ſcanitalons and 15- 
diculous Pamphlet, put forth and publiſhed by one Dennis Hol- 
liſter of -Briſtpl, once 4 ember of thir(hnvch,” anda man - 
as famous for 'profeſfſing the Truth , ai'\now Gann! for aud 
by his Apeſtacy from it, oppoſition toit, > and Vwolente againſt 
it ; Who, apon the fir ft coming of the People eallet ew, 


30 this City,; did iv efport time fall in with them;;opnthen, and 
plead for them'; and by hisſo's " » Aro 141) # poor Soul _ 
T AL of, 


by — yy 
To the Reader: 

of the waies of Chriſt, andinto the waies of thoſe miſerable de- 
luded People, fo that with himſelf, there rent from this Church, 
abont eighteen cr xintteen-perſons, who are now wandring inthe 
dark , and blind pathsof deceit and delufion , towards death 
and aeſtruttion 3 Whereupon the remaining part, (and through 
Grace the major part by far ) of the Church, asd after ſeeking 
the Lord, and ſeriouſly adviſing together, ſend Brethren, firſt 


-- " Toenquire after him and them, and to know the grounds of their 


abſenting, but fom: would return no anſwer at all, others ve- 
»7 contemptuouſly., ſlighting and (corning the Church in this 
their att, with many revilings as the manner of theſe People 
#5: After ſome months time, the Church ſent three Brethren 
70 admeniſo them of their great evil and danger , 8&c, A Copy 
of which Admenition ts in the follongng Papers, as likewiſe a 
particular Admonition to Dennis Holliſter, ſetting before him 
five ſore aud palpable evils, Which we knew he was guilty of , 
and that every tittle of it was both tree and obviews, though he 
doth with a moFt impuaent and ſhamele(s face deny it , railing 
at the Church for their ſo dring, and inftead of bearing the Ad- 
monition , or ackyowledging his evils, did prepare a Letter 
with this Inſcription, For the People called Independents ; 
And by hu ſubtilty engaged two of our Brethren to preſent it 
zo the Church , putting [uch conditions upon them, as might 
beſt accomplify his deſigns, as that it muſt be openlyread in a 
Full meeting, &&c, He likewiſe ſpeaking to ſome of the Church 
whom he had ſtill an influence upon, and hopes to draw off, that 
they ſhouldbe ſure to be there at the reading of that Letter," by 
which ſome of us came to underſtand his deſign , and that by 
Letter was not to give any account te the Church of the things 
whereof he was admoniſhed,but rather to ſtagger and draw away 
more of the Cengreyatios to himſelf, and to thoſe People and 

wates, unto whom he was already departed, . © 
 Whieh thing ts ſince evident by many paſſages 31 his Papers 
as that in his Epiſtle to the Reader, where he hath theſe words, 
viz, My juſt and neceſſary defence is kept from the fimple 
heartedamongſt them, after whom my foul longs, and'for 
whoſeſakes it was principally intended, &c. - By-whith all 
wen may ſee rhat his principal intent was met #0 anſwer or _ 
= vena "ene es Ce s 
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To the Reader. 
fie the Church but rather to draw away ſome from it.he alſ; gi 
ving out there were yet ſuch a certain number of perſons namivig 
of them, that ſhould yet come away : (which the Lord through 
the reches of his Grace hath hitherunto prevented ) and thoſe 
perſons in particular, are more confirmed and eftabliſhed in the 
Truth, and againſt the principles and Waies of thoſe People, 
and much by his late Book, it being ſo filled with rage and fu- 
ry, envy and bitterneſs, falſe accuſations, andraſh condemua«- 
tions, having nothing init like the Spirit of Chriſt. bat the 
(hurch taking into conſideration his Letter , and firſt find- 
ing that he himſelf Was out of Gods way ; ſecondly , that he 
had refuſed to hear the Church by thetr Meſſengers ſent unto 
him ; thirdly, that he did not own us as a Church in the Swper- 
ſcription of his Letter; and fourthly, underſtanding his deſign 
to be as aforeſaid, to draw away more if he cord, &c., Here- 
upon bis Letter was not opened, but returned back and deliver - 
ed to his Mam-ſervant in his Shop, himſelf being then abſent, 
but this did ſo enrage him, he ſeeing himſelf [o far diſapppoint- 
edof his ends and aims, ( and the Church in ſome ſhort time af- 
ter, ſending three Brethren agasn the ſecond time, to admonsſh 
him and the reft, according to Scriptare rule, Mat. 18, Tit. 
3.10. ) that he hath herewpon publiſhed, that moſt ſcandalous 
Pamphlet, called, The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered, and 
the mingled People inthe midſt of her; &c, 1» which he doth 
moſt unchriſtian-like abuſe the whole Church, ſtiling her a 
Synagogue of Satan, anda Cage of unclean and hateful Spi- 
rits, with many heaps of ſlanders and falſities, &c. to the diſ= 
honor of the name of Chriſt, and the reproach of his waies and 
People, and to the defaming of many of thoſe, whom God, tho- 
row rich Grace, hath preſerved faithful in this apeſtatiſing 
day. S 
Eads 20t therefore ( withont being guilty of, or acceſſary 
tobis fix and evil) let bis folly ®v anreproved, but have ſet 
forth theſe few plain words, of truth and ſoberneſs, aiming at 
his confutation, the traths juſtification , onr own vindication, 
and others information and ſatisfaltion, defiring the Chriſtian 
Reader, to weigh wellour coadition , judge impartially of cer 
wrong , ayd help us affetionately by thy prayers ; and ſo We 
commit 


To the Reader. 
init both thee and our ſelves, unto hin who will one day clegy 
the innocent, bringing forth their righteonſneſs as the light, and 
thetr juſt dealing as the non day * 304 the mean time Wwe reſt 
and remain; Reader, thy friends if thaw be one that art gyie= 
wed for the affiiftions of Joleph, and art ſenſible of this day of 
Jacobs trouble, and art longing for the welfare of Sion, and 
walking in the Faith of the Goſpel. 

Then are we thy companions in tribulation , for the Faith 
and Teſtimony of Teſns. 


" The Brethren of the Church 
4 BiklsTOL 
RETL LA 
R. M. R.S. BH. 
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READER . 


Hou art deſired further to take notice, that Sepa- 
ration from a true Church of Chriſt. and Commu- 
non of Gods People, is adangerous thing : 

Firſt, it is ſharply threatned by God, Heb. 10. 38, 


Secondly, ſeverely puniſhed, 2 Pet. 2,20, 21,22. 
Thirdly, by this they diſcover themſelves both to the 
Church with whos they walked , and alſo to thoſe that 
are without, that they are the men and women who have 
#0t 4 trne foundation,bat onely have received ſome large 
meaſures of illumination, and common gifts and graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo fall away, and 6y their Apo- 
ſtacy, evidence their hypocriſie : Let no man think that 
the good can depart from the Church , wind blows not 
away the Wheat but the vain Chaff , 1 John 2. 19. 
They went outfrom us, but they were not of us, for 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt, have 
continued with us, but they went out that they might 
be made in _— were not of us. a Now to 
revemt the ſpreadings of the ſpirit of Anti-chriſt and 
oy ſubril yo! ny, | Age Lk x 5 Feſms wry 
ong he wot #he Chnych from whons theſe nj are de- 
parted in obedience to the Command of & , and out of 
love to the ſouls of thoſe that have caſt the Ordinances 
of God behind their backs , ſend two or three of their 
Members in the Name of the Lord Feſwus , and in the 
tender bowels of pity, to beſeech, admoniſh, and warn 
them to repent of their ſins, and refrain from their evil 
waies, and return to the Truth, Faith, and waies wi 
* toe 
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the Lord Feſus Chriſt, recorded inthe Goſpel ? 2 Tim, 
2. 25, 26. and ſo 1n meckneſs inſtruct thoſe that op- 
pole themſelves, if God peradventure will give them 
repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, that 
they may recover themſelves out of the' ſnare of the 
Devil, whoare taken captive by him at his will, ec. 
Let the Reader ſeriouſly conſider, whether the Charch is 
not enzazed by her Head and Husband Feſus Chriſt., 
Mat. 18. from 15-to 20. verſ. compared with Titus 
'2, 10. &c. thus to admoniſh and warn her deluded 
back-ſlidden Members , although perhaps ſome of them 
will not hear, 4s in Prov: 10: 17, . Others rejedt both 
the Reproof and the Reprovers, Prov: 157: 10, 12. 
Analaſtly, perhaps another lates open his folly to the 
whole Nation, in caſting dirt in the face not only of the 
Reprovers, . but on the whole Church. it ſelf that ſent 
thcm, and ſo endeavour to fhame them both, ſee Prov: 
9: 7. compared with Prov: 15:12: Our Saviour tels 
1s, Mat: 11: 19, that Wiſdom is juſtified of none 
but of her Children; and therefore his Church may 
zot ex pet juſtification, but rather condemnation from 
theſe that are gone out from her as the ſwnff of « 
Capale. | 
If it be ſufficient to be accuſed who can bs found in- 
nocent, it ts the crown of thoſe that remain ſtedfaſt in 
their ſubſtantial Principles, to be reproached by thoſe 
that did ence ſeemingly own them, and afterwards y 
want of grace batkſid from thew, &. 


An Anxswzrs of a Church of 
Chriſt in Brſtol, (who defireth and endea- 
voureth according to the meaſure of light 
and ſtrength that they have received from 
Chriſt their Head, to-comply with him 
in waiting upon him in all the Ordinan- 
ces of the Goſpel, which many caſt be- 
hind their backs ,) unto Demis Holliſter, 
encea vitible Member, but now a pro- 


felled Quaker, &c. 


' Dennss Holliſter, 

> =3-711d you never read that the Church of Chriſt 
in Scripture is reſembled to a natural Bo- 
*f dy, wherein are many Members united 
gf /A} cachto other, and moſt of them ro one 
EY C1] Head, and by one Spirit ? , now as inthe 
> af ©] natural Body there may be many infirmi- 
=== ries; ſo alſo in the miſtical Body ſome- 
times it may be ſubje& tb diſtempers,. by undigeſted :hue. 
mors. 'the want of through cloſing with divine traths.,,or 
the receivingin of untruths,' may occaſion a ſurfeir ;  ſome- 

times windy humors, 'pride, <2 mindednefſs ,-a0 giving 


EE TN 


WE 
heed to lying Spirits, by ſomeof its Members may diſtem- 
per it z ſometimes feveriſh heats of violentheadineſs, in- 
ſtead of well tempered zeal for God and godlineſs may in- 
tame ir, ſo that many parts of it are ſorely laid open to in- 
feRtions, from divers that ſeem to beof it, or converſe with 
it. Art not thou the man,or atleaſt one of them ; oh! who 
hath his eyes in his head and doth not ſee, who hath his ears 
open and doth not hear, who hath his tongue untyed, and 
doth not ſpeak to vindicate the undeceived's innocency, as 


wecll as to publiſh yourfolly, in anſwer to a little Pamphler, 


called, The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered, Cc, containing .in 
it many things too low and beneath a ſetiqus Chriſtians per- 
uſing or reading, much more the anſwering ; it beingin the 
middle and both ends (ufc with (> many unſavoury ang, un- 
chriſtianelixe expreſſions, yer we hal] rake the Lords coun- 
ſel, Prov. 26. 5; and ſo anſwer the Author, left he ſhould 
be Wiſe in his own conceit : in which Anſwer, we ſhall nor 
recite all the Abſurdities and vain boaſtings, and vntruths, 
&c. yet being, as before, beneath a Chriſtian, much more a 
whole Church, to fpend pretious time, either to read or an- 
ſwer, &c. neither ſhall we at preſent ſo lay open your folly 


inall things, that we have heard or ſeen, leſt our Anſwer 


ſhould be feventimes as big as your charge. Now to proe 
ceed, conſider thatas every word of God is true, ſo hath 
it ſome more ſpecial time of fulfilling: now we read As 
20. 30. Alſorf your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking per+ 
werſe things, to draw away diſciples after-them. O how tru- 


ly is this Scripture fulfilled this day upon us and you; firſt, 


in your departing from us, and now in thoſe perverſe things 


written and ſpoken by you , to draw away diffiples after 


you, asis cleat'in many of thoſe exprefſions in your Let- 
cer, | 

We have of late met with a little Raok putforth by you, 
the Ticle of which when we had read, and ſeriouſly conſi- 
dered tbe People included ang intended by you in thoſe ex- 
pteffions, we could'not but cven ſtand amazed to think, 
unto what a keight of Impudency and Malignity you: are al- 
ready come, and. whither may not a poor failen creature 
cn01f God ſtop him nor?+ Is.it nota high degree of Luci- 


ferian 
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(3) ” 
+44 pride, For a'poor creature, to ſet his foot upon the 
ing 51 the Afentblies and Churches of the Cats this 
day in Ernglandand wales, calling them the Whore, ( as 
your expreſſions muſt needs import ) for if this Church in 
Briſtol be the Skirts of the Whore, then ether Churches in 
your account muſt needs be the Whore, we being indeed 
but as the Skirts, or out-caſts of Sio,: but for your bard 
cenſures we ſhall leave to him that holderh the ſeven Stars 
in his right hand,and that walk=th :mong the goldenCindle- 
ſticks ; inthe mean time we ſhall cake up David: reſoluti- 
on, when Shimes curſed him, 2 Saw. 16.12. It may be 
the Lord will look on aur affiition, (or tears) and that the 
Lord will requite good for his curſing this day. Oh how do the 
daughters of the Philiftim rejoy ce, and the uncircumciſed 
triumph? Will not every prophane perſon that ſecth us 
50 inthe ſtreet, ſay, lo there goes one of the $kirts of the 
Whore, one of the Synagogue of Satan, one of the un- 
clean birds, &c. *and if we ſhovld reptroverthemfor it, will 
they not ſay, that one of your ſelves have writtcn and pube 
liſhedit, 7 | 
Oh ! had itbeen a Tak, a Heathen, or a profeſſed ene- 
my to Chrrſ{t, that had done this, we could have born ir, 
 butthatone who had taſted of the good word of God, and 
knowingly profeſſed the Truth , for him to lift ap his. heel 
againſtChrilt, and to cracific him afreſh in his Members, 
ard puthim to open ſhame, how will you look the Lord 
Jeſus in theface at his appearing. | 
Poor man;you oft:n told us there was ſome 7adar in the 
Chiurch , 'buc4itrle Uid +we think that ever you. would have 
aRed (0'like 7A, as firſt ro betray ws with a-Kiſs, calling 
as friends, ant ithett 'deiver us into the hands of our ene- 
miestoſeourfe ts with their tonpues, .and to ſpit in our fa- 
c6s,' mid {5 totondemnevs and the way of truth which we 
profeſs, "hifdBingtheir hearrs againſt it ; yea, will nor all 
chiutpiſebyclip theirhands, hifs, and wag their heads at us, 
arid #4 his #'Churth of _ chat men uſe to call an 
Aſſembly of $50 Þ &c. aretheſe your gathered Churches, 
abour which there hath been ſo mach contending of late ? 
nay then we will continue - our Pariſh Aſſemblies ſtill, 
_ 2 we 


(4) 


we Will never believe ſeparation to be the way of God, nor- 
any of the ſeparated Congregations to be the Churches of 

Chriſt, but rather the Synagogues of Satan, &c. O.! are not 

theſe the thoughts and ſayings of many at this day? and 

how ſhall we anſwer theſe things ? Muſt we not make our 

ſol:mn addreſſes unto God ? and ſay as Nehemiah 44, 5. 

Hear O'#ur God for we are deſpiſed, andiurn his reproach up- 

on his own head &c.. 

You alſo ſtile us the mingled People,whom you reproach- 
fully call the Iydependenr, Baptized, &c. O poor Man, was it 
not enough thatyou had ofcen ſpoken reproachfully againſt 
that bl ff-d Inſtitution of Chrift, which he in his own per- 
ſon praiſed when he was about thirty years of age, Luke 3. 
21,23. and left as a ſtanding Ordinance of the New Teſta- 
ment to all Generations till his coming again, you calling 
it as you haveoften done, thatugly thing of Baptiſm , and 
ſo taking it quite away, neither praiſing it upon your chil» 
dren for many years, norallowing it co believers ; but that 
you (hould now with deſpiteful hatre4 open your mouth 
in blxſphemy againſt God, and apainſt his Taberrcacle. 

Is ita light thing that you have caſt off, and do negle& co 
praiſe the Commands and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, 
written in his word ; but you muſt write contemptuouſly 
againſt them, that do in conſcience .and obedience-untio 
him, walkin the practiſe of them : you call us a mingled 
people, you might poſſibly have ſpoken true. had you faid 
ſo of us before you and the reſt lefe us, for we had ( as iv is 
to be feared ) acompary of rotten Profeſſors mingled a- 
monglſt us, ſome of which never brought any great honor to 
Chrift, but ſince you and they left us , we donot know any 
foul in the Church, butis able to give a good account of 
their Faichin Chriſt, and are careful to walk in al; the waies 
of Chriſt, ſo far as they have obtained.;, But forthatmin- 
gling the which you mean,of perſons differing in their judg- 
ments about ſomethings, &c, you know in yqur own con- 
ſcience, that it was and is the principle of 1hi-Church to 
own and receive any that aretruly godly ; though differing 
inſome things ; and ſo yeu your ſelf did readily receiveour 
Brother Simpſon though baptized, and you gave way My 

: nother . 


(5) | _ 
nother of the Church to be baptized ; though now- 
ſcornfully; ſtile us a mingled Pooh, , | ogy 2 

Bu: the Church of {w3nth, or the Church ofthe Rewans, 
or the Church of Pkz/ippi, among: whom, there were ma ny 
that did differ in their Judgments about ſome things, yer 
were not ſtileda mingled people, a harlot, &c. 

But had ſome of thoſe that went with you been faithful 
to their light, to have praiſed the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
whea they were convinced of it, they m:ghthave been ſome 
of the mingled too, as you callus ; and what a preſervative 
that might have been to them, we ſhall not determine, ons 
ly this is obſervable, that there was not, nor is not one of 
all thoſe that have practiſed the Ordinance of Baptiſm with 
us that have fallen away, but onely one that was long be- 
fore drawn away by the People. called Free-willers. You 
ſay we call onr ſelves a Church of Chriſt in Briſtol, &c, We 
anſwer,bath not Chriſt called us ſo, and owned us ſo> ſurely 
you and others haye ſolemnly profeſſed, that Chrift hathe- 
vidently manifeſted his preſence inthis Church - be Fdes,you 
and otherscan teſtifie that ſhe was at fi: rightly corſtitu- 
ted ; accordingito the light that God gave to his People in 
the work of gathering C hurches at that time, but it may be 
you: will: ſay, ſheis grown carnal and become a harlot, 
- We ſhall not proudly boaſt, but humbly acknowledge 

both to the Lord-and co men, that we have many, weakiel(< 
ſes and failings, Which is matter of daily griet and.com- 
paint; but where do you find that ever Jeſus Chriſt did un- 
church a People for ſuch weakneſſes as they did acknow- 
ledge and bewaile,, ſolongas they gid not cat effhim, nor 
the faith of him, nor their obedienceto bim z. read over the 
Epiſtles written to-the Churches , either Cerixth,, or the 
Churches of Galaria, or the ſeven Churches of Afia,among 
whom there were many very great weakneſſes and mifcar- 
riages ; pray regd.and conſider, 1 Co::5.1..2 Cor.-12. 20, 
21, Rev. 2 3% and yet Chrift nor his. Apoſtles doth nor 
unchurch them ; and whoare you theo, that dvrſt ſp proud- 
ly ſet your foot upon the neck of this poor Church, and 


trample her down: aS a harlot , a Synagogue of uw ? &C, 
£4in, 


'CD; | 
Again confider, who were thoſe that are [aid tobe of the 
Synagogue of Satan, Rev. 2.9. & 3. 9. It was not the Ohur- 


ches thatwere called ſo,for Chriſt owned them «s Churches, 


and ſtiled them ſo,though they had many miſcarriages ; bur 
thoſe that wete ſtiled of the Synagogue of Satan, were a 
company of proud boaſters, that ſaid they were Jews and 
Apoſtles, butdid lieand were not; ſo now conſider, who 
are thoſe at this day, that calf themſelves Apoſtles, and 
boaſt of perfeRion; do any of usdo ſo, or do not they 
thatyeown'do ſo; and hath not the Church of Briffo/ cry- 
ed them and their DoQrins, and found them lyars , and 
their Do&rins falſe ? as the Church of Zpheſus did, Rev. 2. 
2, witneſs Fames Naylor, 

Chriſtopher Atkinſon and others, whoſe Books ſome of 
v$ haveread and tryed, and have found them to be'contra- 
ry to the glorious Goſpel of the grace of God, which was 
preached by the true Servants of God, and therefore have 
upon a good ground rejeRed them according tothe coun- 
ſel of the Spirit of God, Ga/. 1.8, 9. 2Folhn10,'verſ. But 
you fay poſlitively, that we are found to bea Synapogue of 
Satan ; was itever heard that any man, either Proptiets or 
Apoſtles, orany that feared God, or expeed to give an 
account of his words and ations, did aſſume that boldneſs 
as thus to judge a people profeſling godiineſs, every one: 
of which are able to give a good account of their faith in 
Jeſus, and that do ſtrive to walk'np to what they Know ? 
&c, 15 not this to take the place of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe pre- 
ropative alone it is totry hearts and judge perſons > &c. 
Did you not ſay truly, when you ſaid you did-not know 
Chriſt > and might you not have faid as truly, you did not 
acknowledg him ? for certainly did you ever'thinkto ftand 
before him'to give an account of your hard ſpeeches, you 
could never ſpeak and write thus, 

Oh that you would confider, what you have ſpoken and 


written tothe grief of Chriſts wounded ones, P/al; 69.226.” 


If it were better that a milſtone were hanged abuts mans 
neck, 'and he caſt into the Sea, rhan that he ſhould offend 
one of Chriſts little ones, arr. 18.6, How ſad is it then 
for youto offend and gricve, judge and condemn near 60 


perſons, 


FE. 2 

perfons, calling them.a Sypagapye of Satan, ?. &c. and that 
fox no other caule, but, that aftgs proving for you, 8od 

mourning over you, We ſent three tuggs.in love and pity 

to admoniſh you of the.evil of your way; you ſhould 

now break out thus violently againſt us ?. O blyſh and raul 

your ſelfinthe duſt, that if. ye: the day of Grage, and door 
of Mercy be not ſhut againſt you,,. You ſay it is inanſwer 

to a charge broughc againſt you by. ſome of the Members, 
&c, Truly we could have been glad that you had ſpared us 

that pains; and had not conſcience of our duty, and leve to 
the name of the Lord, and to your ſoul prevailed with us, 
more than any delight we had in that work, you had never 
heard of us in that kind. You ſay it is,by you,for the ſake of 

the ſimple hearted among as, publiſhed - bleſſed be the Lord 
there are ſome ſimple plain honeſt hearted amongſt us, had 
you and the reſt been ſo, no doubt you would have ſtayed 
withus; and thus much for the firſt branch of your Title 


1ZC. . 

We obſervethat you begin your Epiſtle to the Reader,as 
Iikewiſe your Book, with the word outward fellowſhip, &c, 
Truly we ſhall eaſily grant, that your fello»ſhip in the 
things of God, was but outward ; for had it been inward 
and ſpiritual in truth and fincerity,' you would, no doubr, 
have continued in it, but as it 1s written, 1 Fohy 3. 19% They 
went oft from 4, Kee they were not-of 545. We ſhall not 
ſpend time to anſwer every paſſage in your Letter, leſt as 
Solomen ſpeaks, Prov.26. 4; we ſhowld be like nnts you;and yet 
we (hall anſwer ſame things, le(t as Prov. 26- 5. you ſhonld 
be wiſe iy your 0wn oonceit., AS for thoſe Scripture expreſit- 
ons.in your Book, thoygh miſapplied by. you, yet we bope 
we ſhall conſider them, and examine our ſelves þy them , 
though not. as they.come from. you, but as they are the 
words of God ; and as for thoſe taunts, ſcorns, falſe ac- 
cuſations, judgings and condemnations, of which your 
Pamphblet is full, we hope we may as we have opportunity 
ſpread them before the Lord,as Hea+kieb did the kgtterthat 
he received, 1/4, 37. 14. We being otberwiſe taught than 
to render evil for evil, or railing for railing, bur rather to 
bleſs, x Pet, 3- 9» having the example of Chriſt herein, - 

" | we 


(8) 
well as a Precept hereto, 1 Per. 2. 23, fat. 5. 44. yet we 
' cannot but take notice of the abſurdity of your arguing and 
proceeding, wherein you firſt beg the queſtion, and chen 
draw what inferences you pleaſe : you firſt ſtile us a Syna- 
gogue of Satan, &c. and then heap up threatnings againſt 
us as ſuch, &c. much like the heathen perſecutors of old., 
who would firſt wrap the Saints in the skins of Beaſts, 
and rhen ſet the dops upon them to tear them, &E:c. Would 
younot count it an abſurd thing if any man ſhould come to 
you, and heap up all the Scriptures that ſpeak againſt mur. 
derers, Adulterers, Drunkards, Swearers, Lyers, T heeves, 
&c. and apply them unto you , taking it for granted that 
you are ſuch a one; and then ask you if this be not Scrip. 
ture 2 &, Or onthe other ſide, if one ſhould take all the 
Scriptures that ſpeak comfort to the true Saints, in a ſuffer- 
ingand perſecuted condition, and apply them to.a common 
thief that is caſt in priſon for his wickedneſs, or to a Male- 
factor that is going to ſuffer juſtly for his evil deeds? &c, 
Now this is juſt your way of reaſoning, (ard many others 
with you ) firſt to heap up multitudes of Scriptures that ſpeak 
2gainſt the W hore of Babylon, againſt Anti-chriſt, againſt 
the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophets, againſt Hypocrites and 
RejcRors of the Goſpel , and againſt other ungodly and 
wicked perſons, &c. and apply all this to whom you pleaſe, 
either to the Churches of Chrift, or to the faithful preach- 
ers of the Goſpel, or toany other godly peop'e; right or 
wrong, if they ſtand in your way,you conclude they are ſuch 
becaute you call them ſo, whereas they may as ſoon prove 
the former things apainſt you, as you can prove the later a- 
gainſt them ; ſo likewiſe the comfortsand promiſes made to 
ſuffering Saints, -may as well be applyed to a common thief, 
&c. Asto ſome of thoſe thit you ſtile the Servants and 
Wicnefles of Jeſus, and this we find was Rab/paketh his 
way of arguing with Hezekiah, 2 Kings 18. 22. Now had 
Hez: kiah been the man, and had ke done the things that 
 Radbſhaketh there charged him with, then he had reaſoned 
rightly, but Rabſoaketh was miſtaken in his foundation ta- 
king the things for granted, whereas there was no ſuch mat- 
ter, for godly Hezekiab had done no ſuck thing, onely Rab- 
Y ſoaketh 


(9) 
ſoakgth by his wit and ſubtilty framed ſack arguments as he 
chought might accompliſh his deſign, namely to draw away 
the poor /ra/5tes out of Ferwſalem, where God had (er 
them, andfrom Hez:hkjah whom God had ſet over them, 
to come forth to their enemies, as you may read at large, 
2 Kings 18, 30, 31, 32. and therefore do you conſider a 
little, what if you ſhould be miſtaken as Rabpaketh was., 
who was as confident as you are; and ſuppoſe that ſome of 
them ( at leaft ) whom you have cryed down as falſe Pro- 
phets and Deceivets, ſhould be found the Servants of 
Chriſt, or that thoſe Churches in Z»g/and,that you or ſome 
of your way call the well favoured Harlots, or thacthis poor 
deſpiſed people in Briſtol, that you fo contemptuouſly 
trample upon, calling them a Harlot, a Synagogue of Sa- 
tan, &c. ſhould at laſt be found the Churches of Chriſt, 
and that he ſhould own them as his People, his Spouſe, the 
dearly beloved of his Soul, and as thoſe whom he had ſhed 
his blood for, and given Grace unto ? Oh ! how will you 
then be confounded ? &c, 

And why may you not be miftaken, feeing you have been 
miſtaken thus long, though-few menupon earth were more 
confidentof,and violeat for ſome things than-you have been, 
and yet you have been miftaken, as you now ſay ? there- 
fore take heed, ceaſe judging of Churches, perſons or things, 
butleave that till he come, whoſe right itis to judge , -and 
who will jadge right, but-if you ſhall go on till cojudge us, 
we ſhall make our application to the Lord, as David did, 
P/al, 17. 1,2. Hear the right O Lord, &c. Let onr Sentence 
come forth from thy preſence. Burt the great matter you 
harp upon is, that your Letter conld nos be received nor 
read-in the Church, &c. Some of us had chree reaſons 2. 


'Lainſt it, firſt, becauſe it was not dire&ed to the Church, 


butus it were ina deriding manner, viz, To the People cal- 
led Independents, though now you joyn Baptized With them ; 
therfore if you would rot own us as a Church,we might jutt- 
ly refuſe toow#n or receive your Letter, Secondly,you Were 
2 perſon under admoniſhing , and had refuſed to hear the 
Charches Meſſengers, therefore we had no warcant toread 


nor hear your Letter, Thirdly, ſome of us a: 
, that 


* without þ3s 


knowledge, 


(10) 


that your main defignwastodrawaway ſome more to you, 


though the greateſt part of the/Chnrch were fally ſatisfied 
about the falſeneſs of your way, yet it may be, there were 
ſome weak, as there was in the Church of the Rowwans,and of 


the Corinthians, Rom, 14. 1, 1Cor.8.9,- But as for your - 


jeering at our weakneſs and febleneſs, and that we were a- 


fraid of bring ſhtken,concluding that fear had ſurpriſed che 


iypocrites, and that we Werethewicked that could not 
ſtandin Judgment, &c, This is like Rabaketh dealing with 

Texckiah and the poor Jews, &c. as we told you before, but 
we acknowledg we are a poor, weak, and afflited People, 
even the poor of the Flock whom the [,ordhath yet prefer. 
ved, &c. Youlikewife jeer at our Faſting day, which in 
other wordg Yau did to a Member of the Congregation, 
ſaying to this effect, What could they not open a Letter , 
but they mult pray to their Ged, andnow they have prayed 
will not_their God hear them > as another of your compa- 
ny aifo jeering at our prayers, aſed theſe words, 1 King: 
18.26, O Baal hearus,&c. But the truth is we did keep ma- 
ny Faſting daies after you left us, and we can ſay, through 


Th; paſſage grace, that God did not ſhut his ear againſt our prayers, for 
concerning not one Soul went from us after we did ſo: As for your 
R, Simpſon 
was inſerted 
by ſome of us 


reviling and reproaching that godly man,our Brother $imp- 


ſon by name , it may be when your Pamphlet comes into a 


far Country, where neither henor you are known; ſome may 
believe what you write, but in Brs/to/ , or any other place 
where he and you are well known, your tongue will prove 
no ſlander; for his humility, integrity, and godlineſs, is 
better known than to be darkned by your pen, but we ſhall 
leave him to clear his own innocency : As for your Epiſtle 
to the Churches and Elders in Englazdand wales, and par- 
ticularly tothoſe in Eſſex and Norfo/k , We ſhall leave that 
to them, either to make their Appeals to the Lord, or their 
Anſwer to you. 

As for what you obſerved in eminent Churck-Members, 
and other high Pretenders to Religion, ( as you ſay-) while 
you fſatein Parliament, and other chief places of Council 
and truſt in the Nation, we ſhall ſay nothing to that, only 
this we do remember, and did obſerve-in what 'a —_ -j 

lt 


Pop, juin. am. a_ 
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(1) 
diſcontent yon.came home, and continued one while cry- 
ing out againſtthe Prieſts, znd falfe Prophets, another while 
againſt Hypocrites, and ſometimes concluding and faying, 
chat al the Religionthen profeft in E-g/andwasnought,and 
that we muſt find ont a new Religion , at which ſome of 
us were ſilent, as not knowing what you had ſeen and ob- 
ſerved where you had been, though fome of us did reply,as 
we doubt not but you doe remember; but in this poſture 
you continued till a new Religion came , Which you-pre- 
ſently within few daies or weeks embraced, without ſo much 
as ſetting apart one hour with the Church to enquire of the 
Lord, what was in the bottom of that new Religion , but 
rather threatning of us , that if we did not ſpeedily come a= 
way-and embrace it we were all loſt, though you could not 
tellss of any thing we ſhould come unto, | 

'We come no to your chief Letter wherein you betray 
us againWith a kiſs, calling us friends, &c. As for your 
Preface, wherein you firſt diſfown any power that we have 
over you, &c. we fhall not diſpute that, but reſolve to do 

our duty according to Scripture role, at. 18, Tit. 3.10, 
11. and ſhall leave the iflue to him in whoſe hands are the 
hearts of all men. K 

| Secondly, as for your pretended faithfulneſs, but moſt 
unparallel'd impudency , and ſenſoriouſneſs, in judging 

vs to be no Church of Chriſt, but a Synagogue of Satan , 
and a Cage of unclean and hateful Spirits, wherein lodgeth 
pride, hypocrifie, envy, flandering, back-biting, railing, 
lying, love to this preſent world , and conformity to the 
faſhions, &c. | 

We confeſs this is a ſad ſentence,to cloath neer threeſcore 
perſons with ſuch aſpoted garment, many of which areable 
co:givea better account ofthe work of grace 10 their ſouls, 
and of their faith in Chriſt, and have a moie blameleſs con- 
verſation, than ever we could hear of you, or obſerve in 
you ; What ſecret ſeeds may be in the hearts of any among 
u3ve cannot ſay, neither ducſt we proudly boaſt as others 
do, but this we muſt profeſs ingeniouſly. that ve neverob- 
ſeryed ſo much ' of thoſe evils: þefore memtivnedto break 


forth vpon any of thofe that now are together, as we have 
C2 ſeen 
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(12) | 
ſeen in you, and in ſome oftheſe that are gone away with 
you, and we are perſwaded there is no judicious Chriſtian 
this day in Zriſ#ol, that hath known and obſerved youand 
ns, but will ſay the ſame thing ; ſo that there being ſo 
many ſuch perſons with your ſelf gone from us, we hope 
there is ſome Reformation in the Church , but if there 
ſhould ſtill remain any ſuch among us, ( as we hope there 
dochnot ) ſurely we ſhall be ready to deal with them, as 
we have done With you and others, onely we muſt know 
they are ſuch, for we muſt not take the railing accuſations 
of ourimbittered enemies for a ſufficient proof, 

Thirdly, you ſay, votwithſtanding there ts that in ſome 
of 1, after which your ſoul dcth greatly long, that the ſ[al- 
vation of God were com? out of Sion, &c, We do believe 
there is many a ſoul in this Congregation, that doth long 
and /groanday and night after more of the bleſſed Spiritof 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo they might know him better, believe 
on him more, love him more, and live more to him, and 
yet we trult there is never a ſoul in this Congregation, but 
ſeeth ſufficient ground to ſtand at a diſtance from your 
Principles and waies; ſo that you may ceaſe hoping for 
any of them to come unto you, the Lord preſerving them 
byehis grace. 

We come now to the five things in your Admoniſhing, 
a Copy of which we having by us,do here inſert verbatim . 

Firſt, your leaving the Church , which hath three ſad 
conſequences in it, as we judge: Firſt, the drawing of 
maRy away from the faith and waies of the Goſpel : Second- 
ly., the offending, grieving and ſtumbling of many weak 

ouls: Thirdly the opening of the mouths of many to 
ſpeak evil of the waies of Truth, as 2 Per. 2, 2. 

Secondly, your contemning of ſome, and negle&ing 
of others of the Ordinances of Jeſus Chrift, 

Thirdly, your extream ſenſoriouſneſs and raſh judging, 
not only of perſons abroad, but alſo of the Chu:ch, con- 
trary to M4jt.7.1, Row. 14-3. alſo your calling the Church 
an Harlot. 

Fourthly, your aſſerting in the Church Do&rins con- 
ergry to Truth : As firſt, that we did not know what Faith 

was, 


, Ly 2 E " 


Cs 
was, and that Faith was an eternal thing : Secondly; that 
Chriſt and Faith is all one: Thirdly, that Chriſt is not the 
objec of Faith: Fourthly, your ſpeaking reproachfully of 
the bleſſed Scriptures, affirming they were blind, and a 
plague to ſouls ; and further ſaying,they are not the Word 
of God, nor the Rule of Life. 

Now becauſe you ſay theſe are ſtudied Accuſations, and 
from the Father of lies, &c, we ſhall therefore prove eve- 
ry tittle of theſe things to be twue ; Friſt, that you have left 
the Church, is true, and that your ſo doing hath drawn a- 
way ſome, grieved others, and opened. the mouthes of 
many to ſpeak evil ofthe waies of Chriſt, this is clear and 
plain, and not a ſtudied accuſation, but a real thing, and 
that which bath been matter of grief and ſadneſs to the 
Church, and therefore we didſend to admoniſh you of the 
eviiot it: Now in that you reply , all judgment is gives to 
the, Son , whom you ſay we are ignorant of, and. enemies 
Lo, &c. and therefore what is our judgment worth, &c. and 
then. you £0 onto heap up fourteen dreadful Sentences a- 
eainſt us, ſuch as the-Spirit of God doth in Scripture give 
to Reprobates and caſt-awaies, and ſoconclude with that 
2 Theſ. 2.8, Now wedeſire any ſober Chriſtian to confi-. . 
der of this your Anſwer, ( which you call your defence 
to our charge,of which y=y complain you had much wrong, 
becauſe your Letter of defence was not read.) whether 
this be a Chriſtian-like anſwer to the. Admonition of a 
Church, you not giving us herein one. Word or reaſon of 
your departing from us, but onely heaping up 16. or 18. 
dreadful Sentences againſt us, | 

The ſecond thing you were admoniſhed of , was your 
contemning of ſome, and negleRing of others of the Or- 
dinances of Chriſt : Firſt, = Ordinance which you con- 
temn is Baptiſm in Water , Which you utterly rejeR and 
caſt away, neither uſingit to your Children, nor allowing 
it to Believers, but calling,.it as you have often done, that 
vgly thing of Baptiſm ;..with other bitter and vivlent ex- 
preſſions againſt it, . to the grief of ſome of us: Now we 
did not ſend to admoniſh you for nor praGilſing of it, for 
we knew your judgment was 8gainſt it ; but to admoniſh 

| you. . 
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(14) 
you of your great fin, in ſpeaking ſo: contemptnouſly a= 
eainſt ir, callfig fome of ther that praQtiſed it, ugly Anas 
baptiſts, as you havedone in ſome of our hearing. Now 
whereas you call us hypocrites, &c, becauſe as you ſay, we 
ſent to admoniſh you for not praftiſing Baptiſm by Wa- 


ter; you ſpeak falſly and do us wrong, for we did not ſo, 


bur'onely for your contemning of it, which-we ſhall leave 
ro the' Lord of Ordinances to judge. The ſecond Ordi- 
nance which you negle&, is the Lords Supper, and ſuch 
other Ordinances 2$sare practiſed, and to be practiſed in the 
Churches of Chriſt ; which that you do negledt is clear by 
your practife; 8, And whereas you demand whether we 
had medled in any ſuch thing: for ſome years paſt, and then 
fall a threatning vfus again as hypocrites, with deceit and 
hypocriſie, &c. To which we anſwer , you ſpeak falſe 2- 
gain, forthe Church never negleRedthat Ordinance of the 
Lords Supper any years; it is true that through yourmeans 
and ſome others, the Church did forbear the p:aRiſc of 
is abouta year together ; but it is one thing for a Church 
upon occaſion to forbear an Ordinance, and another thing 
totally to negle it, or deny it as you do + but for. your 


"flying out as you do, in the firſt part of your Reply to this 


particular, againſt Inventions, Traditions, Imaginations 
of mens carnal wiſdom, &c, Weanſwer, weuſe-no Or- 
dinace but the Inſtitutions of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, which 
he hath commanded to be obſerved in his Churches till his 
coming again ; inthe meanwhile all men may ſee, we had 
ground to admoniſh you for the contempt of ſome ,, and 
negled of other of the Ordinances of Chriſt ; ſo that this 
is no lie, nor ſtudied accuyfition as you callit : and where- 
as you fay in the cloſe of this Reply, that Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper you own ; Oh! how durſt you to publiſh 
ſuch equivocation to the World, when'in'your conſcience 
you know, you own neitherof thoſe two Ordinances, nei- 
ther Baptiſm by Water, nor Breaking of Bread'; why then 
do you uſe ſuch mental refervations ? deal plainly that men 
may know what you are, did you'hot ſay in the words 
preceding..that God requires truthinthe inward parts,and 
then preſently write an abominable untruth > is there any ' 
tear of God before your eyes? &C. The 
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 Thethicd:branih of yourAdmonition is; for your ex-- 
tream ſenſorioyſneſs andraſhjadphs; not onlic of per- 
ſons abroad , butialſo of the Charch, ealling it a Harlot, 
the truth of which (enſoriouſneſs,, the whole Church can 
teſtifie, yea we could give matiy particular inſtances were 
it-neceſſary : but what need we po farther than your pre- 
ſent Letter, where, in your Reply to-this third'particular, 
you call the Church a Harlor, &c. and page 20, where 
you, rehearſing what you had ſaid-amongſt us before you 
left us, confeſs that you did at laſt fay, our Charch was 
but a Harlot ; and yet now you ſay this tharge is falſe, and 
from the Father of lies,” and thatthe Chureh of Chriſt you 
do own dearly, &c, Now here you come in'apain with 
your menral reſervation, ſaying yoth did'not call the 
Church of Chriſt ſo, but the People in Brito/, which you 
ſay isa Harlot z now isthis honeſty or any thing elſe but 
deceit.and hypocriſie : .did not we ſend to admoniſhyoy, 
tor calling this Church in Byiffol a Harlot, which you 
confeſs you did, and yet' youſay this charge is falſe, and 
from the Father of lies ; we wonder who is your Father 
in this thing, and what appears in you but meer deceit and 
ſubtidty,>equivogation, and mental reſervation ;. O ! for 
ſhame lay aſide theſe unchriſtian praQiſes ; and herewe de- 
fireall Chriſttansto confider, Whether this were a ſtudied 
and falſe accuſation, as you ſay, 

The fourth branch'of your Admonition is, your affert- 


ing in the Church DoArins contrary to truth; three of * 


which are mentioned, many more might have becn, &c. 
Firſt, youafſerted gra Meeting in your own houfe, that as 
| Chriſt wasthe great light of the Wor'd;ſo he was the great 
Faithof the World ;z and'that Chriſt and Faith was all one, 
and that Chriſt was not the objeQ of Faith: *Ourqueſtion 
was not/about the oneneſs'or nearneſs thatthereis between 


Chriſt and Faith ; but whether the perſon of Chriſt, and 


he grace-of Faith:were not to bediftinguiſhed ; and whe- 
ther Jeſus Chriſtin his-perſon, as God-Man, -be nor the 
objeR of Faith; as him whom manisto believe in for Sal- 
vation 3 Your afſertion was, 'we did not kiiow what Faith 
was , and; that Faitty was aneternuſthing ; alfeging that 
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' Scripture,2 Cor; 4. laſt, But the things which are wot ſeen are 
eternal. This occaſioned many Scriptures to be brought to 
prove that. Chriſt and Faith were to be diſtinguiſhed , and 
that Chriſt was the vbjeR of Faith; and though the word 
obje& be not uſed in Scripture in that ſenſe, yet, we are 
often bid to look unto Chriſt for Salvation, as 7/4. 45. 22. 
Zach.12.10.Heb 123 2, which Scriptures were then alleged 
againſt what you afſerted;: Now in your Reply you allege 
1 Tim.1.9' you fay faith is a Miſtery keld ina pure conſci- 
ence, hid fromal ignorant and vulturous eyes,&c. in which 
Reply of yours, you ſhew'your weakneſs, in abuſing the 
Words and ſenſe of the Apoſtle, as any judicious Chriſtian 
may perceive by comparing your Book With that Scrip- 
ture,. &c, butup6n the matter you do now ſay as much as 
we did then admoniſh you of, And whereas you demand 
why we did not then queſtion you, and that if it be for con- 
ſcience ſake, why had we not done it ſooner, and why 
had we not diſproved you by the Scripture,and why would 
we ſufferthings contrary to truth to be aſſerted among us 
without reboke 2. &c. We anſwer, you were preſently ops 
poſed and blamedfor aſſerting ſuch things, as you were at 
ſeveral other times for aſſerting ſuch things, whick inthe 
20 page of your Book, you cali ſome manifeſtation. of 
eruth that was breaking forth-in you ſome years paſt; at 
which ſome were offended , and contradifted ir, &c. 
though for a ſolemn dealing with you, we did not,t:ll you 
left the Church; which perhaps was our ſin and your miſe- 
ry ; butconſidering your-ſpirit,and the ftate of the Church, 
we knew not how to ſet about it,theugh ſome ſaw ground 
enongh to do it, &c. 

The fifth branch of your Admonition, which was for 
ſpeaking againſt the Scriptures, affirming they wer@blind, 
and a plague to ſouls, and that they were not the Werd of 
God, nor theRule of Life, &c. | >f15 34: 

For the firſt part of this'branch, you did, at a Meeting 
again at your own houſe,aftirm, which many took notice 
of, as well thoſe that were not of the Church, as thoſe 
thet were, whereby the thing was publickly known in the 
Citte, and became a reproach to the Church ; an'eminent 
perſon 


{r7) = 
$erſon of the Citie enquiring of one of us abont it > ind 
hat you did ſpeak theſe words, is as certain. as ever: you 
did ſpeak word in your life, ſome of us. fitting over againſt 
you, do well remember with what kind of ſhlon.yo 

Ipake it, clapping your band uponthe Bopk or ] FO a 
ing,” that that Book or Scripture, was ene. of the greateſt 
blinds and plagues to mens ſouls this day in England; and 
theſe Words became a reproach to the Churef, upon which 


wedid admoniſh.you; and though now in your Book, yg! 


ſay chat rhis:charge is utterly falſe, abd From'the;Father of 


* F - 


lies, and invented by his inſtruments ;; yet we do.;again 
affirm , and will ſet'our hands to it, that you did ſpeak 
theſe very words, En ed SLY | 
Secondly, for that expreſſion ,, that. the Scriptores arg 
not:the Word of God, &c. did not you, at the red, Lodga 
in the Garde-nhouſe, before neartwenty . people, fay ſo ? 
when one of us being by, bid you for ſhame not to ſpeak 
ſo ; itis true, youdid at a Meeting a little before youlefe 
us, propoſe it to conſideration, as a thing [wherein we 
bad been miſtaken; yer ſo, as your very propoling of it, 
did imply the negative : other inſtances alſo we.could gira 
at private conferences that ſome of us had with you about 
the ſame thing; but what need we ſay more, do you noe 
demand in your Book, page 19. where doth the Scripcure 
call it ſelfthe Word of God ? - ro which we anſwer, we 
(hall give you four plain places inſtead of many, .7er, 30. 
2, 4+ ' Rev. 17. 17, Prov. 30.5. Mark 7. $,9,13., but 
what ſhould wegoto light a candle to the Sun? havernot 
many judicion- and godly Writers long ago proved againſt 
former Athielts and Hereticks , that the Scripture is the 
Word of God; though neicher they nor we deny, thac 
glorious Title, ttar God che Father hath put upon the 
p:rſon of Jeſus Ch:iſt, that his Name fpowld be called the 
Word of God, Rev. 19.13. 
And thirdiy , Whereas you demand, ro whom was the 
Scripture, the Rule of Life ? We anſwer, to all che Peopie 
of God ro whora they were given, Deut. 4.8. and 5. 31, 
32. Mat. 5.6, 7. chap. Rem.' 12» A1 which containerh 
Rules and DireRions for Chriſtians to, walk by ; but ir L- 
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{hs charaRer of wicked ten, thit they cilt. the Law of 


God behind their backs. - - 


And thiis we have proved every tittle Jo0re chatged 


with in yout AUmonition, to be trixfatid clear,.ſo that ye 
are no Re ot falſe accuſers ; but we touſt tiwrh that Back 
$pzinupot yohr ſelf, profeſſingro all the World, har you 
have wronged is in what you bave written againſt us, | 
' As fortheottitt — che (6 Ley, wore you ſome: 
times flatter your ſelf, and commend your ſelf, about you 
treo, HihPAncts diligeres Joi Referding, x 
likewiſe how freely you had ſerved us;arid been a keeper of 
our Vineyard;and that now it is'time to look to your own 
Vineyard, and to mind your eternal babitation, &c. We 
anſwer firſt, as Prov. 37: 2. Let another man praiſe thee and 
$or think (wn month, a ſtranger and #ot thine own lips : But 
we never did blame yoo, nor adfroniſh'you,for any good 
you didamong us, but for your departing from that which 
was good ; 7chu was net blamed forthe good he did, bur 
becaufe he took no heed to walk in the Law of the Lord 
God of 1/7e! with all hishearcy neither was Amazich bla- 
med for ahy good he'did, but becauſe he'did it not witha 
perfe&oruptight heart; and as for your gift of diſcerning, 
&c. moſt of as know it was a thing you did much pretend 
go, and boaſt of, &c, though we could obſerve your grofs 
miſtake therein,” &c. And fer your now looking to your 
own Vineyard, and minding your eterni] habitation, &c. 
ttuly we hoped you had 'donethat when you were among 
us, and that yonr care and diligence which now you ſpeak 
of, had been es well about your own ſoul as others: butif 
it Were not, we wiſh you may make better uſe of your pre- 
ſent time, than you have done of that which is paſt: As 
for any ffianifeſtations of truth breaking focth in you as 
you ſay, page 20, at which ſome of our hearts burned,and 
others were offended, &c, We know not any one Truth, 
that ever you ſpake inthe Church, but it was readily aſſen- 
ted to, and ſeconded by thoſe that fate by ;. whether you 
did preſs to believing or Holy walking ; but for otherthiags 
which were not according to Scripture, nor did not tend 
& faich. orholineſs, &c, ſome of us did ſometimes maniſelt 
our 
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dur diſfeat from you; yet With all tendernefs; as knowing 
your ſpirit,' and the ſpirits of ſome'others' now with you , 
mw were notwilling to offend you or them And as for 
that which you ſo often afferted inthe Charch, pit 
mention page 20, 21. That you did riot know Chriſt, and 
that that knowledge we had of him ſhould profit us no- 
thing, and that our habitation is in deceit, and through it 
we refuſe to know the Lord, &c, Firſt, we did not vio- 
tently appoſe you in that thing , asthinking that ic aroſe 
from a ſight and ſenſe of the want of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
to open and reveal the glory of hisperfon, virtues, Offices, 
and Myſteries, more | ul unto you, according to what 
is written, Fpheſ. 1.17, 18, Col. 2.2. fohn16. 14, 15. 
and herein we could and did joyn with you in camplain- 
ing of the littleneſs or ſmalneſs of our knowledg of Chriſt ; 
yet ſome of us did often tell you , that our comfort ſtoo 
not ſo much in a ſpeculative knowing, as in a believing ac 
knowledgment of Chriſt, to be thar which he is ſaid to be 
:n the Scriptures, and ſo to own him, believe on him, love 
him, and obey him ; and therefore we did then, and have 
fnce, and do now declare, that we owned no other 
Chriſt, but that one annointed glorious perſon, who was 
born of the Virgin, and who is made both Lord and 
Chriſt, who died, roſe, and aſcended, and is now fitting 
at the right hand of God, and is the Mediator, between 
God and man. who ſhall one day come again, accorcing 
to the Scriptures. 

Secondly, we Co own no other knowing of Chriſt, but 
that which is according to the Scripture, namely, under- 
ſtandingly, to know him in his perſon without us, and ex+ 
perimentally ro know himin his Virtues , or by bis Spirit 
within us ; and ſo through grace we do know himin our 
meaſure, and are waiting and praying daily for a further 
and clearer knowledge of him in his Virtues, and powers, 
by the revelation of bis glorious Spirir, according to the 
Sc ipcure x in the mean time we deſire ro acknowledge 
him, believe on him, love and reverence him as our [ord 
and King, and do ſubmitto his Laws and Commands left 
inhis Word : butwe'did lictie think , char your meaning 

| D 2 had 


- —_—_— : 
mou y { ghape— > CE es, OE oro , + 


\(29) 
kad been as now yon declare, both in your Book, and by 
your praQice, that you and we ſhould take'upthat kind'o 
notion of Chriſt, as to call chat light that'is in every. man, 
both Heathens and others, Chriſt, and (o to fligtit an' 
nullifie that glorious-perſon now in heaven, from being 
the obje&of Faith, &c. as. many of your way do and have 
done to ſome of our faces, ſcoffing and jeering at us for 
ſpeaking of the perſon of Chriſt, and for thinking to be 

ved by the blood of him that dicd at F6r»/alem, and as 
you your ſelf did jeeringly ask one of this Congregation , 
fo this effe&t ; whether we did believe Chriſt to be an old 
man, ſitting in a chair in keaven ? 8&c. You further tell us, 
page 2T+ That many who deſired to ſee Chriſts firſt Ap- 
pearance in the fleſh, became his betrayers and murderers ; 
ſo now in his ſecond Appearances in life, powet, and ſpi- 
tit, would be found the preateſt enemics'to him, and thae 
ſome of us would betray him ; and then appeal to all thac 
have any diſcerning to judge, how ſadly this is already ful- 
filled ir: us, &c. We grant that many did ſtumble at Chriſt 
when he came in the fleſh, and thatminy'ia all ages have 
ſtumbled at the truth, and waies of Chriſt, as likewiſe ma- 
ny do now at his perſon, his Goſpel, his waies, and his 
Orginances, 8c. which might put you to confider two 
kings: Firſt, whether you be not one thatdo ſo; and 
ſecondly, whe:her ycu he not one th:t have cauſed many 
todo ſo? &c, But you ſeem to beg tbe queſtion, and take 
it for granted, that Chriſt is z0w come in life, power,and 
ſpirit, in you and your pa'ty ; but truly you muſt give bet- 
ter demonſtrations cf it, before'we or any other judicious 
Chriſtians will believeyou ; for we. have read much, and 
know ſomething by experience tl rough grace , what the 
freer, gentle,& dove-hike ſpirit of Ch iſt 1s, & we have ſeen 
and known. by ſad experience, how unlike your ſpirit is to 
that: Secondly, how can you call this a murdering and 
betraying of Chriſt , nzm:ly our ſending brethren three 
times in love and pitieto enquireafter and admoniſh you 
and the reſt thit Ceparted from us ? we ſhall leave this to 
the Lord to determine, &c. As for thoſe ſtrange and un- 
chriſtian exp:eluons, page 21,. of, our ſporting our ſelves, 
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snd making2 wide month; anddrawing out the tongueand 
the band againſt you, &c. and then calling us children of; 
tranſpreſſion,a ſeed of falſhood,comparing of us to 1ſamaet 
and (aiv; &c. We ſhall fay-little toir, onely defire the 
Lord to rebuke your railing; yea, we fay again, the Lord. 
rebuke your railing. Have we done any thing to you or a- 
Bainſt you , more than ſent three Brethren, (after many 
prayers made ) for to ſeek to recover your ſoul. And as. 
for our imagining 4 vainthing, and ſetting our ſelves, and. 
taking counſel againſt the annointed one, ( as you ſay) as. 
likewiſe our joining in confederacy with the enemies of- 
God, and that we muſt be broken to pieces, for the Lord 
of Hoſtes is with you, and the ſhout of a King is among 
you, &c. We ſceitisan eaſte thing, for a man that hath 
brain-knowledpe in the Letcer ofthe Scriptures, to heap up. 
a multitnde of good words, right or wrong : but whether 
we or you have ſet againſt the anrointed one, whether we: 
or you ſhall be broken in pieces ,. we ſhall hoambly leavero 
the Lord of Hoſtes, and King of |ſracl to determine ;- bur 
we deny that the ſhout of che true King is among you, 
though ſome of your way have ſhouted and cried , Hoſan- 
#4, holy, hily, King of 1ſrael, to fames Naylor ; and if you 
mean that King as they called bim, &c, we defire with hy» 
militie,to ſhout and rejoice: Firſt,that God hath through 
the riches of his grace preſerved us from thoſe ſtrong de- 
luſions, that you ard others are fallen under. Secondly, 
that the Lord hath ſo wonderfully diſcovered, the abori- 
n3ble wickedneſs of tho'e proud boaſters and blaſphemers, 
who called themſeives Apoſtles,and were owned by you as. 
infallibl« ;& that God ſhould do ir inthis Citie,cven in the 
very faces of y: u, that you might: ſee it & be aſhamed, &c. 
You make mention inthe 22, page, of ſome of vs beat- 
ing in our Meetings, like the enemies of Chriſt in their Sy= 
nagcogue, &c. Now as we cannot but worder at your 
ſhzmeleſneſs in printing ſuch a thing z ſo we- cannot but: 
de. lareto all the wor'd the truch of tt 1s flory, You know 
tt hach been the practice « f the Women of this Congrega- 
tion for ſome Feats paſt, ( eipecizlly fince the Apoftacy 
ofycuand others fromes) every {ccord day of the week, 
| towards 
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fowards evening; to ſeek the Lord by fupplication and 
prayer by themſelves; at which Satan hath much raged, 
and ſome of your way have come ſeveral times to diſturh 
them, and in particularupon the day you mentiqn ,' there 
cametwo Women', one of which kad been an old Raxter, 
buc now fallen into your way, the other a late Member of 
this Church, but now turned to your opinion ; theſe ewo 
wretched Women came ruſhing into the room, ( one of 
our Siſters being then in prayer ) and ſo did in a moſt nn. 
chriſtian, ancivil, and inhumane manner,walk up and down 
the room , humming and making a loud voice, at length 
cameto the Womanithat was in prayer, and putting their 
mouth to her ear, uttered theſe words , The prayer of the 
wicked ts an abomination to the'Lord ; and fo forced herto 
give over praying, whereupon after many civil intreaties 
by ſome; to cauſe them to depart, and to leave off telling 
them, that there was no place for them unleſs they would 
be quiet; but this nor prevailing, one of the company,an 
ancient godly Woman, took one of them by the arm, and 
would have put her forth at the door, but could nor, ſhe 
being roo ſtrong for her ; which ſtriving together, is that 
which you call a beating, and ſo at lengch che Womanof 
the houſe, claiming her privilege, did command them to 
depart; and this was all the beating and occaſion of ir,&c, 
Now let all the world ſee the wretched wickedneſs 
of theſe ewo women which you juſtifie: Secondly weak- 
neſs, and ſhallowneſs of your foundation upon which you 
buitd your large Diſcourſe of 11 or 12 lines together 
where you heap up tnany dreadfull expreſſions again{t this 
Church for this a&, calling it a beating like the enemies of 
Chrit in the Synagogue; whereas there was but 5 or 6 wo- 
men there : now 1s rot this to juſtifie the wicked and 
condemn the rightous boih of which are an abomination to 
the Lord ? 8s Prov.17.15. what more wicked at could 
there be than for theſe two wretched women to come 
humming, ranting, and roaring into the room, to diſturb 
a-conpany of poor Chriſtians when they were ſeriouſly 
pow ins forth their Scules to God in praycr? &c, You 
deſire us page 22, to read without prejudice or deceit the 
"7 2 83 P/alm, 
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$3'P/alm fromend'to end, and ſee whether our praRiſe 
and portion be not contained init &c, We do conclude 
chatifyou were to be our judg,the things writcen therein 
_ be our portion: but bleſſed be the Lord our ſentence 
ſhall come forth from him who will withrightouſneſs judg 
the poor & with equity reprove for the meek of the earth 
&c. but O poor deceived man, how can you apply the 
things written in that P/a/mto us, or thatin Obediah, from 
yerſethe 117, tothe 15, as yon do 2 What grofs darkneſs 
hathiſeized vpon your mind, that you ſhouldbe crying out 
againſt'us, and threatning of us,for thatwhich we through 
grace, are innocent of, and you yourſel” ſo notoriouſly 
found to praRiſe , forare not yon joined with all the P#- 
piſts, Arhveſts, Ranters, and ungodly rabble of the world, 


1n this one great deſign of the Devil, to break inpieces the . 


Churches of Chriſt in Eng/and ? Hath it not been the at- 
temp: of one power and party after another,to rout, break, 
and ſcatter the Congrega:1ns in Eng/axd, under the name 
of Independents, Anabaptiſts, Seftaries, and Schiſmatichs? 
&c. And hath any party gone ſo far in this wicked pra- 
Rice, as you and your company, that call themſelves f val 
ker: have done ? Nay, was therecver any partie in Eng 
{and, or the Nations adjicent, that have offered the like 
violence 'to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his perſon, in his 
Word, in his Goſpel, his Ordinances, his Saints, his waies, 
&c. as you and your partie have done > And what have 
choſe poor ſheep done ? have we, ( or have not you ra- 
ther) joined with the Perſecutors of the waics, and people 
of God at this day > poor man ! where are your eyes ? 
are not you Joined in prafice with the moſt embittered 
ſpirits in England againſt the people of God, whom you 
and others make the objeRs of your ſcorn> Nay, do not 
Athieſts, Drunkards, and prophane perſons, cry Aha, at 
the reading of your Book ? Bave you not pierced the ſides 
and -heares of Chriſts wounded ones, and-will not this be 
bittern:ſs inthe later cnd > Nay, have you not out-(trip- 
ped all others in lies and falſheods, flanders and reproa- 
ches, ſcoffs, ſcorns, and derifiens, which in your Book 
you have unjuſtly caſtupon us, teaching the wicked of the 
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world, yea, even the children that have nounderſtanding} 


'how to blaſpheme, and call the Churches and Servants of 
"Chriſt, the Skirts of the Whore, Synagogues of Satan,and 


cages of unclean birds ?: have you not made our SaYbuc 
to ſtink in the noſtrils of all the Nation , at the leaſt of ſo 
many as do not know you and us, but will credit your un- 
truths,8&c. O! ſtand ill, ſmite upon your thigh, & blnſh for 
ſhame at what you have done. Suppoſe the things had 
been true, which the Lord knows they are not true, which 


ycu lay to ourcharge, was it rot the part ef wicked Hazy, 


to proclaim his Fathers nakedneſs ? but as you ſay to us, ſo 
ſay wenow unto you ; what ſhuald neadviſe, we perceive 
your heart is heardaed and you will not hear? O! that 
we could mourn for you ! your liſt clanſe in your Letter 
45, That from henceforth we ſhould not trouble you or 
ou? ſelves by word or writing ; When we have performed 
the laſt Ordirance that Chriſt bath left for perſons in your 
condition, unleſs God give you a new heart , which ue 
ſhould beglad to hear of, we ſhall not troubleyou: And 
ſo to cloſe yp what at preſent we ſhall ſay troyou; take 
notice, that whereas you lay blame upom our Brethren, 
'whorm we ſent to admoniſh you, of whoſe faithfulneſs we 
doubr not in diſcharging their truſts co you and the reſt ; 
we do deſire them .to anſwer for themſelves, that their 
faithfulneſs may appear as viſibly as your folly. 


Sioned in the Name ad by the 
conſent and appointment of the 
whole Church, by us, 
Robert Purnel, Thomas Ewen, 
Fobn Andrews, Richard Moon, 


Robert Simpſon, Brian Hanſon. 
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A Reply of the three Meſſengers 
of the Church, to an untrue 
Charge or Report of Dennis 

 Hollifter, 10 a little Pamphlet 
called, | 
The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered. 


Denxs Hilliſter, 

Efore we make our defence to your paſſionate, | hea- 
PB epanc report cfus, we ſhal ſer down in order 

che Churcics order, & our commiſſion from God 

by them, to admonifh your ſelf and many others in 
yourcaſe, Viz, The Church taking into confideration, the 
great diſhonor brought to the Name of God, the publick 
ſcandals and reproches caſt upon the wayes of Jefus Chrif, 
tothe waunding and piercing of him afreſh, and to the 
grieving of the hearts of many pretious Saints, ſtumbling the 
weak,and-opening the mouthes of the adverſaries. 

We,the whole Church, do again the fecond time, accoy- 
ding tothe >cripiure-raule,ſ74r.18.15 tothe 30, Tir.'3 10, 
&, 1n'the rame of the Lord 7e/z# our Saviour, and in tender 
bowels of pitig, and love to your ſouls, beſeech, admoniſh 
- and warn you to repent of your (i-s.and refrain from yer 
evil ways,and to rewrn to the truth Faith, and ways of the 
Lord Peſws Ghriſt.xecorded inthe Goſpel, that if ic be poſ- 
fible, the glory. of Cod maybe recoycred, reproches, fean- 
daisand fiumbling-blocks removed , our fouls refrefhed, 


and your'ſoul cternally ſaved, which is the deſire and ns 
| © 


- 


| . (26) 
of the Churchyn the performance of this their duty to the 
Lord, and ſervice'to your ſouls. | 

Wedoalſo appoint and deſire three of our brethren, iz. 
Robert Simpſon, Richard Moon,Rob:rt Parncl,toadmoniſh 
them,to whom wefſhall give the particular things ro admo- 
niſh each perſon of, &c, | 

Wethe three Meſſengers of the Church above named, ha- 
ving knowledge of the Churches order, and having received 
our Commiſſion from; God by them as to.this work , We 
three only met together, and conſidered ſeriouſly of the par- 
ticulars that we were toadmoniſh our back-ſ(l1dden brethren 
and ſiſters of. Moſt of which we knowing our .ſelves they 
were guilty of,and for thoſe things we knew not our ſelves, 
we werefully ſatisfied by the mouthes of many faichful crue 
witneſſes, that were eye and ear-witnefles to the reſt; ſo we 
being fully ſatisfied in every particular, we did in the name 
of the Lord, and in obedience to his commagd, in a filiall 
fear to God; love and pitie to your ſouls, admoniſh one after 
another as we had uppertunity, &Cc. 

Now Den Holliſter, you have falfly accuſed us inyour 
painphlet,pag.3.in ſaying we charged you with falſe accuſa- 
ſations,and as ſoon as We had done, fled away as men ſur- 
prized with fear, or accuſed by their own conſciences, 8c. 

For the firſt of theſe, that the things we charged youwith- 
all are true in every ſyllable of it,doth at large appear in the 
fore-going anſwer vþ the whole Church : and for the ſecond, 
whereas you fay, as ſoon as we bad done, that we fled away 
as men ſurprized with fear, or accuſed by our own conſci- 
ences,&c. this is as falſe as the relt;for through grace we did 
not fear you,neither did our conſciences accuſe , but excuſe 
us in what we did, as being then, and ſtill are, fully ſatisfi- 
ed we had done that which was onr duty; Now if you will 
know the reaſon why we did not ſtay with you after we had 
done our work with you, then let us tell you that you may 
remember when we were ſent by ,the Church with the firit 
admonition, ſome of us ſtaid with you above an hour,and 
found your ſpirit in ſuch an ill frame even as a boyling Fur- 
nace.boyling over, and ſcalding all that ſtand near it; _ 

made 


(37) 

madets reſolve in the rength of Chriſt, not to ſtay ſo wich 

ou the ſecond time, unleſs we could diſcern your ſpirit 
to be in 8 better frame: but as ſoon as we perceived you not 
tohear the Meflengers of the Church, but .in Read" thereof - 
we diſcerned ſome violent headineſs breaking forth, as be- 
fore, &c. So we left you as one not in a capacity for Chri- 
ſtizns to converſe withall. Much more we might ſay , but 
we judge your tongue or pen can be no ſlander to us, as to 
any ſerious Chriſtians, our ſtability as to all ſubſtanciall 
principles of religion, being as well known as your mnts- 
bility. Welſubſcribe this with our hands. 


Robert Simpſon, 
Richard Mo0g, | 


Robert Purnel, 


OS —_T 
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Prov.18.17.” He that ts firſt in his own tauſe ſeemeth 

1 Juſt, but his nerghbour cometh aug ſearcheth him, 

4 Verſ. 19. 4 Brother offended is harderi to be won 

þ than a ſtrong Citle, and their contentions are like 

. the Barsr.of .a Caſtle. | 

130 Jude 22, ud of ſome have compaſſion making a 

"P difference. 

1 2 3. And others ſavewith fear, pulling them out of 

2 by fire, hating even the garment ſported with the 
eſh. 
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A true Anſwer of Robert Simpſon to a Pam» 


phlet lately put forth by Dennis Holliſter, inti- 
tuled, The Skerts of the Whore diſcovered, 


Mar. s. 3 8, Intend by the grace of God to forbear giving like for 
tothe end, like, aneye foran eye,and a tooth for a tooth, reproach 
<= for reproach, through the infinite abounding grace of 
— gs 2.17, God extended to me by Chriſt, in ſome meaſure I 
tO 22, have learned otherwiſe. TE 

Heb.12,1 5, And your ceaſorious bitter language, and judging with- 


out, nay againſt the Rule which God hath ſet as bounds for 

us not to paſs over z in which judgings of yours you climb 

up as high as the Temple of God, 1 ſhall fay little, or bur 

ſmall, ro you about, but in reference to that ſeriouſly conſi- 

der theſe places, 2Theſ.2.1to 13. Roms. 14. 4, 9,10, 11, 

12,13. The Lord give you to ſee your wickedneſs in your 

Ezek.16.1,2, bitter cenſorious ſpirit, which ſure is not ſmall, though you 
-1ai. 30.1. ſeem not to diſcern it, but cover it with a covering that is 
not of Gods Spirit, and ſo add fin to fin, and the good Lord 

give.you repentance for it, you have not hurt or injured 

me atall by it, though your ſelf you do ; God hath of his 

infinite goodneſs, mage your hard falſe ſpeeches, m cen- 

Orious 


(29) 
ſorious judgings of me,of poed uſe to me;though nothanks 
at all co you for it nor anything but whatis {ad to think on 
can you reap from ir, 1 8 

AsT have ſaid to you ſomtimes upon the like oceaſion,when 
you affirmed unto me that ſome men, to wit, ſuch-as then 
you had in admiration, tkongh for that in Which they ex- 
ceeded, or God owns above others, I never ſaw nor yet 
heard, but this you affirmed to me-concerning them, that 
when they were in the light, they could fee what mens in- 
ward ſtates was before God ; ſome of which as you ſaid, 
they ſaw you named to me, though ſuch as they never ſaw, gs; _— 
nor yet heard ofany thing viſibly apparentlyevill by them ; ;%,* 2 
by which man, by the bleſſed Rule of the Scriptures of trath, Dew, 29.22, 
is to judge : otherwiſe ourru'e is te judge nothing before 
rhe time, until the Lord come, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the 
counſels of the hearts ; and then ſhal every man have praiſe 
of 'God. & = 

My anſwer then to-ycu in that affirmation concerning 1641.8.26. 

theth, was this in words, or to the ſame effeR; that as | 1 Cor. 4 4- 
could give no credence to fach aſſertions groundedly, bur Job 19,15: 
contrarily had more than ground «| jealouſie to be ſufpi- * we pin 
tious they were deluſions, as all ſuch things and pretended }7&,,. « 9. 
revelations be, which havenot the Law and the Teſtimo- ; 
ny to Wartant them: So what if all the men in the world, 
did approve me, What is that in order to certain-ground of 
holding up my head before God in teference toit? So,ifall 
did diſapprove me, yet npon,& from ſuch a ground, as that 
T have a fare word, & certain witneſs of Gods approving of 
me;1 ſhould not flagg in my Spirit, nor hang down in refe- 
retic< to that. That uſe (bcHides others) as to my felf I 
taveendeavoured to make of thofe great charges you lay 
upon me ; and if your confiderations were otherwiſe of me, 
6s ſometimes it hath been, and alſo cf others, 7 would not in ppy 1.3. 
the leaſt heed or give any tegard toit, ſoas to fleſh my ſelf 
from it, Phil. 3.3. | 
- | The charges indeed that you Ivy upon me, and ſend me 
C'oathed with beforethe world, if ſoindeed, how {:d were 
my condition; well might my counterance be changed, and 


my 
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(39), 
my thonghts be troubleſome unto me, and the joynts of my 
loyns belooſed, and my knees ſmite;one againſt another , as 
if 1 did inhabit deceit, and deviſe wicked imaginations,and 
ſpezk lies to you, and that.in the name of the Lord,and the 
like, Sgze charges they be, wicxegnels.of the highelt degree, 
and of the dangerouſeſt attendavce that can be. | 

Bur ervly it is (ufficient to me, that under all the charges 
: you load-me aith, that] have alwayes a witneſs in heaven, 
P(:1.2. 3,4.5. and brought intomy own heart from thence, and confir- 
Job 34.29. med unto me by the Spirit of eruth, which proceedeth from 

the Father and.the Son, by which [am cleared of your char- 
Towir,your ges, and (o by that means they take no ho!d upon me, God 
own private oives me mucheaſe under all:your clamors, Truly, it isa ve- 
Penn Ty {mall matter to me to be judged of you, (I fay of you) 

{1dera ton, . 
> Per.1, 20, Who are more'than apt to julg all, both perſons and thiogs, 
2I, " tobelight, thac bears no weight in your Ballance, 

By which Ballance I know you muſt not your ſelf be 
weighed at the great day and appearing of the Lord Teſe : 
but by that Ballance or Rule,that who ever walk according 

* toit,peace and-mercy ſhal be apon them; the Word chat 

Chriſt hath ſpoken muſt zudgeall at thar day. 

But truly Dennzs Holliſter | pitic thee, methinks I could 

Rev. 12 10, Even mourn over thee in the confideration of thy being in 
Luke 2,14. the Nivels work and imployment,to wit,an accuſer of the. 
Matiz 4344 brethren, as Jam ſure thou art in thy printed Papers. | 

And for that falſe charge ( as itis altogether ) of my 
ſpeakinglics to you inthe name of the Lord. 

That charge of yours, I know, hath reference to my be- 
ing (as you (lightly ſay ) the mouch of three Meſſengers 
ſent to you by the Church to admoniſh you of your fins, 
(which ſins of yours I am ſure was obvious, vifible. and 


Rom. 8.2 Zo 


John T2.48 


om = clear, ) Truly in order to that, I knew well what I ſpake, 
17,18, | When I ſpakeon that rateIdid untoyou. I with my bre- 


thren that came with me, had a Warrant ſealed and given 
forth to us from him who hath all power ,given unto him 
in Heaven and Earth, for what we did. And if I may 
ſpcak it without boaſting, as I truſt I do, ſo we did at- 
tempt it, as thoſe that God had vouchſafed that gface 
unto, 
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(3r) 
unto, to take up into the Mobne with him, to confer with 
his Majeſty by Chriſt about it, -before we-did dare to at- 
tempt upon” it',. his Majeſty, being pleaſed gracioufly to 
incline our hearts-in ſome meaſure of holy reverence, feare 
and trembling, and infaith to wait upon his Majeſty by 
Chriſt: our Mediator and Tuterceflor , and we had a pra- 
cious anſwer from him. by Chriſt, to our very hearts a- 
boutit. And ſo we are ſtrenthened co that work of the 
Lord, which otherwiſe we had rather” any had been 
ſent about than we, And then we went not ſtaggering- 
ly, nor yet ignorantly, but knowingly and undetſtanding- 
ly about it, God having in ſome meaſure fitted us for ir, 
and left us not:wichout ſome ſure witneſs, that he was with 
us iNit. 

And not any reluQancie have-I or my brethren had for 
what we did ; but are fally ſatisfied that what ever was 
ſet npon you, and laid at your door as your fin, to a tittle 
istrue, and will be ſo found when the Lord ſhall lay 
Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſnefle ro the Plum- 
met , and the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and. 
the waters ſhall overflow the hiding; place. 

And wheregs youjſay in the firſt line of your Letter 
to me, that it came upon you in ſoberneſs ro manifeſt 
to my conſcience, a little of the deceic in which as you 
ſay 1 inhabit. 

That it;came upon you to write to me , ' that-is not 
queſtoned, but did it indeed come upon you in ſoberneſs, 
look back, recall-your ſelf, it's poſſible you may be miſtaken, 
is it not? | | 


Ex0d.3, It, 
Jer 6.7, 8,9, 


Iſai, 28, 17, 


Je.c17. 9,10» 
1 Tim.1.4,5, 


17+ 
I Tim. 4. To 
2 Tim.2,1 6, 


The occafion of your writing of it ' ( which I would 17, 23. 


here relate , but that then I ſhould be too tedious as wel 
as be of little uſe to the Reader as all ſuch - Diſcourſes 
uſually be ) the tumult and heat which you gave a clear 
manifeſtation of but a little before you writ and (eat it, 
may give, | ſay, at leaſt a reall ground of jealouſie, that 
it came not from a Spirit in a ſober frame at- that 
rime, 
Aud ſure when: you are come to your {;lte, as ] _ 
days 


$4 


Jam.1.17- 
Jam.3.17,18, 
33,1415» 
Gal.5,32,23. 


1 SIM.15, 133 


I 4. 
Phil 4.5. 


(32) | 

fay, into a ſober mind, you will not [ay it came upon you 
inſoberneſs to write. what, you did, and when yo did 
write; ſure were- you not in that altogether-a ſtranger 
at: home , yon would charge upon your ſelf /paſfionate- 
nels, even this, that the. occafion of your writing of that, 
and moſ, if not all that you writ and ſent-abroad con- 
cerning others , came from a fire indeed Kindled in you, 
buc not from a'Cole from off the Alcar,. bur from a vio- 
Icnt heat of wild-fire thac:came vpon you, and was then 
in you , by which you were hurried, and in thathurry you 
writand ſent it. | 

. Sure that ſoberneſs that is put into the heart by God, 
which is 0ne of, thoſe good and perfect gifes, that cometh 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
is jolt az that Wiſdom is which cmometh dowr-trom 
above,  . which is firſt pure, Jjchen peaceable , cake to 
be increated, gentle, full of mercy and good works, with- 
out partiality and without hypocriſie. 

If that ſoberneſs you ſpeake of were of that nature, 
or - had that ſtamp upon it , how comes it to pals, that, that 
which you ſay came upon you in-ſoberneſs to write, 
had-ſo little(if any ching at all) of that Wiſdom that is 
from-above in it. That moderation that the Apoſtle ex- 
horts Saints to make known. to all men, nothing ar all is of 
that in your printed paper, clearly manifeſts to any in- 
different, ſober,unbyaſſed man; but moſt (if not all of it) 0- 
otherwiſe. : 

And ſure that which-yon fay came ppon you in ſo- 
berneſs to manifelt, had little of any thing at all. of thar 
Wiſdom that is fromabove, which in order to the ſame 
is firſt pure , but indeed that Which is mag blank con- 
trary to purity of hearts,to true ſpeaking, was it ſtuft 
withall, And ſol come to ſpeak and give a true An- 
{wer, ; 

I deſire with that which is reall ſfoberneſs indeed, to 
the- main thing ia your Letter to -me, in' reference to 
which you ſo ſport your fſelfe, and inſult over me as a 
Lyar, and (o preſent me before all, as one that ſhall have his 
part 


— 
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part in the Lake that burnech with fire and-brimſione, Rev: 2 2, x5; 
Rev. 21.7, 8. 


which is the {ccondadeath. A, 
+ Whereas indeed not any thing, at- all was a lyein 
what I aferted ,- but -what I ſaid you, had my Hand 
unto ;'a$ my parcicular affirmation, that. 1 fay ſtill, and 
that groundedly and truly 'you cannot manifeſt , much 
leſs have you any ground. at all to lay that upon me 
which inakes a lye;, -or-any otherſin., our.of meaſure fin- 
full , inorder to the aggravations / of. it.,.(to.wit ) that ic 
was a Lie inventcd, a Lie proſecuted, a Lic denied, and a Lie 
proved ypon-me ; Whichwords you ſay to me in the prin- 
red letter to me : Sure you were not ina ſober. mind when 
you ſaid ſo, I am fureof that,but a great diſtance. fromit and 
crue ſpeaking, - MOR ed Sg 
And I cannot but think if you did indeed 'commune with 
your own hearc, thaclight char is in-you,andis inall men, if 
not put our, it would txll yoaſo, and thatit is a very lender 
praof chat you have of: ir. LS 
' Icould wiſh that in plainreſs and ſinglene(s of heart you 
had put out that Letter 5ou have under. my hand from end 
to end, as you did the Letter you ſent to me, but that is 
forborn by you, for what end you beſt know - but had it 
ſo been, I know you had nor gained any thing atall by it, to 
be a proof of what you wou'd chirge upon me... Had you 
in Simplicity; and godly henzffy with it, declared hgw you 
came by it, and upon what acconnt it was fiven. unto you 
_ for ſatisfa&ion co the Reader, I ſha'l truly re» 
te. | 
You know that afzer I,with my brethren, had endeavou- 
red to ſet your ftns.upon yor, and-toadmon;ſh you for 
them : afterwards I meeting with you,. or rather as I think, 
youcalling of me in to ſpe-k,with you as I, went by your 
top, you deſired of mea Copjcof the Churches charge of 
fin, that. 1 With my brethren did adponiſh yoa for from the 
E hurch; (which, faid you tome, I; know you ,haye a Cop'e 
of ) I was ner free and forward ro do it,as you did well 
perceiveznot as if I was unſatisfied of the warantablene's of 
thedoingof it; l was ſatisfied, I might, though L,tpid you 
; F | th:n, 
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then, I could notdoit as from the Charoh, I being -but s 
ſingle perſon : Bat that way wardneſs that was in me of gi., 
ving you tcopic ofthe Chirches charge of your ſins, ſprang 
from ſome jealoufies'thatE had, chat you would bue G27 © + 
your ſelf with ic, becauſe of tha fierce violent ſpitic chat 
was manifefted from you apainſt your Reprovers, and that 
obdurateneſs that lay upon you. LES 2524 

Yer wich your more than onee or twice perſwading of 
me with importygnity ant intreaty, I did engage my ſelf to. 
you to write out a copie, of what the Church by us did. 
charge 2s fin upon you; which Fdid-truly, and: deliver co 
you : and yetit was borkh promiſed and delivered to you, 
with this engagement, and aQuall- promiſe on your parc, 

which1 bound you tothat you ſhould not make ufe' of ir, 
for the making of chat breach wider, that the wicked one 
by his Inſtraments had made here, 1 at that time faying. 
theſe words to you, or ta that effeRt, 7 ans [are tha I 
would be loath-tobe-fonnd 4 ſetter np of partition walls, 1 
had rather God would make all his people diligent, mindful 
and careful, of minding the things that make for peace, and 

by which we might edifie one anochey. Which you gave me a. 
promifeof ; how clearly and fully you have bruken your 
promiſe and 7mm engagement, you cannot be ignorant, 
unleſs wiltylly ignorant. 

So according to my {promiſe to you, to Which 1 was 
made more farward then elſe I ſhould have been by your 
ſolemn promiſe, , 4 broughe yow a t:uecopic of che. charge 
of the whole Church ot yourſin, not any one of them 
bur did agree 1n it, | and did atfo agree to ſend 
us with it 5 but thecopie that 1 brought you, 1 did-noc 
bring it ſigned then'with my hand ar it, for indeed 1 was 
jealovs of your fpirir, netwithſtading your promiſe, who 
will wring and ſcrew out of words that which they ſpcak 
not, and which thoſe that ſpeak them, incend nor; , 

Which was the catiſe-I battinot then ſev my hand toie - 
but youlooking at it, and ſeeing my hand was not then 
to it, you intreated me to ſet my hand toir, that it was 
x txye Copic of the Churches Charge of thoſe ww, 

. or 
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for which T , with mybrethren from them, did admonich 
you, I not.confidering what end yon had init z which was, 
it appears, to make” me a tranſgreſſor before all: in thac 
your own conſcience cannot but tel} you I was clear, you 
tendring:me'a pen with-ink-in'your {op with the; Copie 
I brought toyou;Iiet my hande0-i6.. - - 

And whatdid | fer my hand to? you know, ſpeak truth, 
deal plainly and ſingly, do not evade and equivocate,though 
too much: you. have of that jn your printed paper, ih thac 
youdo ptofeſs you own Baptiſih add the Lords Supper, or 
breaking / of: Bread, 2s Inſtitutions. and Ordinances of 
Chriſt, whilſt itis viſible: to all that have eyes, that in your 
oxning of them you give no an{wer at all to thoſe that 
upon good grounds queſtion yout,aboat them-( juſt ſo you 
deal» with me) you know that what I ſet my. hand to, was 
that that which 1 delivered to you, wes 2 true Copic of the 
Churches Charge, and thatis all chat you have. my hand to, 
in reference to Which you make ſuch a noz(e all over, in 
order to which there is meerly by you che ſounding of 
braſs, and the tinkling. of the ' Cymball, 'onely the bea- 
ting -of the aire. But ' co windf up this troubleſome 
diſcourſe, as to me it iS, in which T-would- haye been altoge- 
ther ſilent,if not, drawn and put upon it by weighhty con» 
fiderations. 7% 

1 ſhall ons this before you, take ir and conſider 

of it. | 8 

Say it be thus ; That apparent injury and violence is offe- 
red to you inthat Which is near and dear unto. yon, fay 

your neareſt relations,or to your name and eftate, which [ 

conceive you would preſerve and reſcue to your power, by 
all lawfull means, from thoſe forces that is put upon them, 
and injuries done to them, you being really ſatisfied with, 
out any the leaſt ſcruple er queſtion, thar ſuch violence and 
injury is done tothem,though your ſelf was not perſonally 
preſent and ſ:w all done, though the moſt part of it you 

did ; yet yon being ſo.cleatly ſatisfied abent that part you 

faw not; that the fa& in- every part of tr, is,as cl:ar to you 

as the Sun at Noon- day; Now ” in this caſe of yours tha 

[4 : 2 oth 


Deuer. 17.6. 


Deut, 19. 15. 6. Ces che teſtimony of 'meny (tanders by, about two or 


Mat, 18, 16, 
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doth ſo nearly concern you: "you ſhould go ; and from 
thofe from whom you could not'have the leaſt | ſaſ- 
pition from, of ſpeaking otherwiſe than - right in! eyery; 
Tittle. 1 G01"; $54 * 
And from thoſe from whom yon-are ſo: fully ſatisfied; 


three Witneſſes by which the matter is eſtabliſhed, - | 
1 fay, in thi: caſe ſhould you goina ſober and Ch:iſtian: 
way, and tell tachas have done thatinjury, and putthar vio- 
lence upon you of it, -and:debate ghe'matter with them, tel- 
ling of themthey were much our of+the 'way:; they. were 
mjurious in what they did,” and 'the end of it withour re- 
pentance, would be very {ad and Jamentable. Do you 
think thar in this caſe fair & even dealing were meaſared our 
unto you, in caſe you fhonld be rendred as a Lyer all over 
the nation for it, becauſe you did nor ſee it every bit your 
{c}f, though the moſt parc of it you did; and « harlittle part 
you did nor, you had certain reall true teſtizuonie of,not to. 
be queſtioned? 1 judge you woul3 no”, 
This is the naked reaticaſe I conceive between you and. 
F, in r«fererice to that for: which you fo fouly fallupon me, 
and'rell me for it in your printed paper, that] am Withour, 
and for the Lake, and have a prcud look,and a lyingtongue, 
and 2 heart that deviſeth wicked imaginations; which jn<. 
deed the--Lord hates, and ſay- Ithave uttered peryerſ- 
neſs; and as the falſe w:tneſs ſhall not go nnpun;ſhed. 
Whilſt I Tpake nething! bur what was true in every Tittle 
of 'it, and could not forbear to ſpezk, bunt with: the 
makings of my ſelf gu:ly of your fn, having that clear 
Call to ſreak ir which | bad, themoſlt part of: it. bei: g 
that, which co my pricf 1heamd my ſc}f, and that which 1 
djd not hear, -1 was fully ſatisfied of by crne, clear, and un- 
quftionzble prcof. 1 would leave th's to you to make appli- 
cation of, as iti ord.r to they, that yo Write in: your Letter 
EOnCerntyg Ne, 
Bur, fttre Jam; you did offer apparent viclence and 
injury co (hat which ſhould be nearer and dearcrto us than 
our ncareſt telations, much mere our names 2nd we 
: CE 6. \ ] faiy 
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Iaw and heard it; almoſt all the particulars you-were char; 
ged aithzthat which I did not hear, 1 wanted not ſatisfa-. 
Rion in. 1 | 

Now being called to put to my hand with others, to 
ſee if I could be a means to recover you out of the ſnare of 
the Divel, and the pretious Inſtitations of Chriſt from 
choſe forces and violences that you offered to them : judg 
right ;.am I, think you, for this to be blamed? youdo, it is 
trve, but ] paſs not for it, if chat make me vile, as toyou it 
doth, Ireſolve-to be more vile. 

So that. by what I have faid as to your great charge a- 
eainſt me,I land clear, and never had you my hand inpar- 
eicul:r,to thar wh.ich | ſaid, I heard r.ot , & you well know 
it your own feif,, though I ſais 1 was not there when you 
ſpake ſo reprocci:fully of the bicſfed Scriptures of Truth; 
yet | faid | did believe ir, and yet do; and you know 
you had not my h:nd to any thing but chis, that, that which 
I Ccliverecd to you at your your requeſt and ſolicitation, 
was a true copie of thar theChurch (cnt us to admgniſh you 
for; if it be ner, prove that, and then 1 ſhall own the 
condemnation 25 juſt, that you lay npon me for being a 


Liar, Which | knowingly kn»w you cannot, and tl] that gum. 2.2,2,3 


you ſay nothing at all in order to your great charge: but 
only quibble zt words,catching tv ger ſume hold ſo of me, 
þut cannot. . 
Beſides, it was ſome pocd ſpace of time after you had. 
that, you bave my hand to, erz you Cid pick any quarrell 
with me about it, though if you had p'caſed you might 
have ſpoken with me everiedar, | chok, in my paſſing 
toand fro or at the leaſt word of yours ſent tom: to defire 
it,and, I judge, I ſhould not hzve der.ied it. 

Bur 1 conceive ycu had not ſpoke when yeu did, but that 
you were hea:ed by thar fire that is ſure from beneath, by 
my. conteſting a,.a'nſt that held out by you, which) defire 
ro war 2gainlt by the Sp rit and ſpirituall weapons, ſo long 


as | have any being. and not 0: h:rwiſe, az being fully fa- Rom.6.x3; 
tisfied that onely ſuch a war, of ttat kind ard nature,'is- tO 2 Cor.1o, 4, 
be m:in:ained;. the wrath of man and carnal Weapons,not 5,6 


tein? 
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& Theſſ 2.8, beingappointed of God, and fo not under a promiſe of 
2 Tim.z.24, a bleffing from- him, co. bring down-.and to naught. ſuch 
RIG :. 18 Wwickednels. And indeed1 am clearly and in ſome meaſure. 
ig, _ 'C[atisfiedby God, from-that moſt ſure word of propheſic, 
x Sam. 17.45. whereunto we do well to take heed, that one main cauſe 
47-59. why the Lambs Warriours and- Souldiers gain no more 
My 24-7, 6, ground chan they do- againſt the, Lambs and their enemies 
_ and oppoſers, both thoſe-enemies within, and thoſe :ene- 
mies they combat withail without, is! becauſe ſuch conteſts 
and combats with them, the war is ſo little maintained by. 
the Spiric and ſpiritual weapons, Which if ic were, ſure they 
would fic and fati before-them. 

And immediady after you have ſubſcribed the Letrer 
you ſent me, inthe third line of the next page you fay con- 
cerning yeur Letter that you fent me, you have received 
no zntwer of me ;- this is crue, but did I promiſe to ſend yeu 
ananfwer? If ſo, you mizht charge me home, which [ 
knoy you wou'd got ſpare : But I did not, neitherindeed 
could yo#eroundedly expeRt any anſwer from me of ic, if 
in 2 ſober mina : but yet that had been done, but that the 
bexrer, by whom you ſent the Letter to me, by ſome thing 
that he propofed to me, which had weight in ir, did per- 
ſwademe not to meddlein ſuch vain fruitleſs janglings,as 
to that eff ſoine of his words was to me, by which | was: 
detained from writing toyon; and indeed his counſel! in 
tha: was found and ſayourte, | - 

And wheres you mention that Feftus, a Heathen Ro- 
max Governor, was ſo noble, that he heard Pawls defence, 
as tothe accuſation made acai it him by his own Coantrey« 
men; and K'ng 2#grippaſzeid, Thou art permitred to ſpeak 
for thy ſelf : bur, fay you, you are faifly accuſed, condeme 
ned and refuſed to make yz our defence. - | 
Firſt, I fay,yonare not falſly zecuſed, condimned ard 
refaſed t» make your defence, that is but your own ſaying; 
Tis a meer 4 ric vapear. 

Secondiy, wcre you not defiree, nay intreated to come 
2nd appear, and {o if you had any thing toſzy , ro ſpeak 
and make your defer.ce? Do you not wel know, thartibertie 

was 


ED 
wes never denied: unto you ? but what ground, I pray 
you,;hach one in your cafe to expect the making his defen cc 
that way you would do, by a Proxes, as | may ſay, with re- 
fuling to come face to tace, as Paw! did: before Ayrippa and 
Feftus , that you know 56u Were intreated and dclired eo: 
do, and thereforeinyonr naming of them in. order to thar 
you name themfor, youdpeak nothing at all; you were per- 
mitted to-do it 28 they wereand might have done, as Pan 
did; andi hepe that groundedly ;:nevener Rule, and ano- 
ther kind of dezling had you found than u har Pax! way 
tried by , orhe found from them, though I know you are 

more than apt to conclude otherwiſe. of all that is nor of 
your ſtature; bur ] fear (enſeof guilt. lay ſo open upon you; 
as that if y ou {;cak truth, that was it thatkept you away from 
makirg your defence in that way, that 'was clear by that 

Rule, we are to go by. in the managiug, of the things of 
Gods Houſe, and ſo not any would have denied or excepted 
agzinſt you ina Wartantable way , which you had free lij- 
berty to do ;z and ther before your (elf, if nor falling down 
under the (ins charged upon you: /all in every particular 
had been proved , fo as that you could not juſtly have ex- 
cepted againſt the Charge in no parc of it ; and I believe 
that would have been done by ſome of thoſe, if not all, for 
whoſe ſakes, as you ſay, you made that you fenr,and was not 
read viſibly, 
 Sofimple honeſt hearted they were,and ſoremain, as that 
they, to ſave you out of the ſnare of the Divel, would have 
in ſoberne(s of Spirit, in conlcience of their duty to God, 
and in love to your ſcul, witneſſed before you that whick: 
was charged upon you, 

Bar I forget my ſelf, now a true Anſweryou have of. alt: 


that L:trer which in pareicular you ſent tome, with a. farMl qc, 43.5: 
rouch apon ſome thing, that in erder to the not ſending x Per. 4.19; 
you ananſwer you ſpeak co me aft: rward; 1 confeſs I have 1 Pct. 2. 1g. 
more words in my anſwer than T would orint:nded, But] £32: 6- 


could not tell hov plainly to anſwer it fo, as to ſatisfi: the 
Reader in a br efer way. ? 

itisprobuble a flood you. will caſt after- me, but I paſs 
not, 
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-89t, ſuch floods ſhall not drown me, nor ſuch fire barn-me; 
Freſolve,inthe ſtrength of Chriſt, in the way of wel-dajne, 
co commit my ſelf ro him who in this I know will bring 
forth my righteouſneſs as the light, and my judgement as 
.thenoon-day, and ſo to labour, by well-doing, to put you 
to (filence-in this, as not knowing-any'Way-: otherwiſe decter 
to do it. And for your (:If, i have, «f my heart-deccive me 
not, no coar at all againſt. you 3 bur could be glad [ might be. 
of any-uſe unto you, and could rejoyce to lee God recove- 
ring of you out of the ſoare of the Divcl, by giving of you 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, the which I 
amfareyou'aredepirted' from 5 which is the greansof your 
Friend, who /is a lover of your Soul, though a'W icneſs 
againlt yourfalſhood and deccir. FÞ 165 


| Robert Simpſon. 
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Dennis Holliſter, 


.; Have of late,met with a.Book put forth by you, in 
+. Mbich there i isA Letter (formerly, written by yau to - 
.., ME. which Letter | acknowledge 1 received: aboye 
a.year ſince ; and having read it, I laid: it by, 
intending. never to have. Anſwered youi,. leſt-( as 
S domon, ſaith, Prov. 26, 4. ) if alſo ſoowld be,likt unto you: 
but now; y,0u pts publiſhed ir Cwith;your folly}; to: the 
world, rake my -baund ro Anſwer, you, /eſt-as.( Prov. 
26, 5.) you ſhowld - wiſe in Jour own couteit, &c. 

Inthe ſecond Branch of.your Title page, , you ſay, That 
I have before ſeveral witnefles often denied my ſelf. to be -+ 
a Miniſter, of t the,Goſpel; inwhich,you deal like your delk, «- 
thopgh not. like a friend, nor like a Chriſtianz! byt-as for; 
your -ends.in ſq publiſhin.; 1 ſhall leaverto him-by-whom. . 
ARions. and Spirits are weighed, ,who.will preſerve = : 
faithful; and plentifully reward the proud d "7 

ſhg{[cberef e withall plainne þſoberneſs, and faith- 

fulnel 6, declare {horkianes: your ſelf, and alſo.tothe wortd) 
upori what in hay aad in what ſenſe,. I have ſometimes 
denicd to be calle Migiter, though 1: never denied my 
ſelf Preacher of WREG M9 hoe 


þ ' & 


Put 
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Bat the firſt ground upon which I denied the title of Mi- 
nifter, was thisz- When you with, many: others, 2v1 
farther ſhew, had prevailed Wi 


1c& WITT come £0 Fs, T 
gaveit onder my -to*the Mayor,” Aldermen, and 
Commiſſioners, That I ſhould not come as a Pariſh Minij- 
ter to take any Parochial Chaxge'upon me, but rather 
25 & Publike Preacher of the Goſpel in the City, by way of 
LeRure, and ſo 1 have ( ſometimes by word, ſometimes by- 
writing; as - h#d occafion}) denied my felf to bea Minifter 
of any Pariſh in Byi/o/; ſo that I never did, nor I hope 
never ſhall own my ſelf a Miniſter of any Pariſh, &c. fo 
that ehis.is the firft-ground, and this you know. in your 
Conſcienceto be trae, ard that I did-it in tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, though now-you make It matter of re- 
proach. | | 7 

Secondly, I have ſometimes ( as it islike in your hears 
ing, and ſome others) denied my ſelf a Miniſter in Office, 
I having not then been Called, Confſtituted , or Ordains 
ed ro any Office in any Church otherwiſe than by the unas 
nichous Conſent; Approbation,and Requeſt ofthis Church 
of 375ftol, to ſerve them in the Lord, as that other podly 
man Wholeft the City at my coming hither ha@ done be. 
fore me, I alwayes diſtinguiſhing, between a Perſon ſent 
forth to preach the Goſpel to the World, and a Perſon 
Called, ſet apart, and Ordained co Office inn Chbrch : 
whether chisdiftin&ion were right or no, I ſhall not now 
diſpute, butthis was your judgement then, and therefore 
inthis you deal nnworthily in publiſhing this ro the world; 
to-my reproach, whereas you know in' your Conſcience, 
that 1 never denied my ſelf to be a Preacher of rhe Goſpel, 
nora Miniſter, or Servantto this Church, but only that 
I was nota Miniſter by Office, at leaſt by an aRua), and 
ſolemn Ordination. LES 

Thirdly, There is yet another ground ( as the Lotd'ons © 
ly, who is the ſearcher of hearrs knows.) upon which T 
have often put off, char honour and dignity, when you 
and others have put thar tile'or title upon me, my heart 
hath ſecretly anſwered, What amI thay I'hould gr 

© fa 


"—_ 
eo, 
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ſo; x being a pooFinconſidefable warmpthe leſt in my4as 

; therd bonſe t"whith have oftew broppht thoſe words eo 
\my-mind; {#01714 19a 50 Prophets. ro fn d-hr 

- Propberi(oe. and this did arife from the ſenſe Hat of the 

- honduranddipnity,” weight and'ExcUleticy df! thathigh 
Calling, and the great unworthineſs arid unfitneſs chat I 
ſaw in my-felf of ſo glorious an employment;and this alſo 
I am perſwaded you known your Conſcience, that I have 
ofcen hinted unto-you in private diſcourſe, and when you 
have ſpoken of me; and'tome, (more indeed than was fit 
for any wiſe man to ſpeak to the face of any Chriſtian ) 
namely, what God had done in Br:tot by me 'fince Icame 
hither, &c. 

» But that I have been, and am through the prace of Chriſt 
{though che uriworthieſt upon earth ). yer a Preacher and 
publiſher of the glorious Goſpe}, of thegrace of God both 
inwales, and = Briſtol, ave no needto ſeek a proof 


of yovz;ner of any/other man ;- I having had 

Firſt, The approbation,. and recomniendation of a 
Church of / judictons' Saints'in London, *where I had been 
for ſome time a Member, ' and unto whom my Principles 
as to mattersof Religion, my Gift as to the work of Prea- 

ching, and thy manner of lifewas well known, 
Secondly , 'T having been folemiily ſent forth by a 
Chutch'of Chriſtin y/a/er,* with Prayer and Supplication, 
recyrtimendinig me'to' the'Work and Grite of God, ap- 
pointing tne \to Preach the "Goſpel in Wales, 'where'; 
thouph T'was accompanied with mantitold weakneſſes and 
temptations, yet the Lord 'was pleaſed '\to give me ſome 
Seat of ny Miniftry, rhelaivfulneſs of which Call, and ſen- 
ding forth to my work of Preaching, 1 could ſufficiently 
prove, [both fromYeripture; and from the praiſes of che 

' Chixtehes of Chriſt?” bur of rhat ingreereafrec,. 
Ni 1 having conrinded Preaching ih ales about the 
"ps of three Years, itTatne to paſs .thar ſome. Qyercures 
Werenizde'by chepedple of this City for my coming hi- 
ther, "and your Telf, wich a Miniſterchen of glue City,came 
"as Meffengers has the Church of Lan#achas, in 
2 Waies, 
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ales, to. ſpare-me-to.this place z. which thovgh at firſt 
_ they denied, yet the 1mportunuy of: many here' ( and as 
. ſome have ſaid ) the inceflancy of Prayer'prevailed;iſo 
thagher Ghyrchiy conſent that-L ſhould come; andor. 
_ dered thata Letterſhould. ber written to acquaint the City 
and Commiſſioners; That. sf they conld-prevail with me, 1 
ſpauld come-unts thrmw, &c, Whereupon as you know there 
. was two Letters {ent unto me, the one from the Citylign- 
ed by the then. Major,fome Aldermen, (one of which was 
then a Parliament man) with divers others of the Council, 
and Commiſſioners of the City of Br#fo/, your ſelf being 
then one : Some of the words of which Letter 1 ſhall here 
rr, M0 
We being met bo gether to confeder and ade of able ad £oa- 
_ ty meu to. Preach theGoFfel in Briftol, and. havin experie 
exce, and much aſſurance of your faithfulneſs, and fo ciency 
for that Work,, do difire you, Sir, that you will pleaſe to come 
unto 4 : And they adding farther, their care of my main» 
tainance, Cc | | | 

Another large Letter I then received from divers god- 
ly people, the inbabitants-of the City, ſome of which 
words I ſhall alſo here-inſert, 

Dearly beloved, ſince after much waiting upon the Loxd, 
the hearts of the People, generally throughont the City, is ſo 
muchſet upon you, deſiring to enjoy you in the ſervice of the 
Goſpel, &c. And fince our Motion formerly made. by our 
Me([engers, bath been ſo much proſpered by the Lords» the 
hearts of our Brethrenthere, &c. We do therefore earneſtly 
nd very ſeriouſly beſeech you inthe Name of our Lord Feſms, 
that-you will with all convenient ſpeed come to Briſtol ayd help 
468, (fc, BEN he = oa... | 

Upon the receipt of, which two Letters, and ſome ad- 
viſe had with godly friends, T-reſolved-inthe Rtrength and 

garceof Chriſt, That I would come, though I had-much 
fear and trembling in my own heart, from the apprehenfi- 
onT had of the greatneſs of the Work of Chriſt in Br5fol, 
and the inſufficiency I ſaw in my ſelf, ſo that it was not 
Riches, nor Honours that drew me hither, bur meer Con- 
: _ 
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ſcience, and Obedience to: that. Calf, which1 judged was 
of, and;from the”Lord ;. the thing- having never been 
ſought or defired'by me, which hath muchſupported my 
Spirit undermany tryals and temptations which 1 have met 
wiszh-lince,'- _ C27 389 I-58 
But allthis is little in\compariſon of what I have yet 
( through grace } farther to ſpeak, and that is; That the 
Lord hath been pleaſed, through his goodneſs, to own me 
inmy. Work, ſo that though 1 am theunworthieſt in the 
world, yet] truſt I may ſay with a holy reverence; and 
humble boldneſs, that my record is on high, and that God 
hath given me a ſeal of my Miniſtry in Brifto/, there be- 
ing many Souls in this City that lay -weltring in their bloud 
of ignorance, and ungodlineſs, when-I came hither, that 
are now,. through the riches of grace , made living and 
pretious ſtones, and are able to give to any man that ſhall 
ask them, aclear account, of the time when, the place 
where, the manner how, andthe word and inſtrument by 
Which the Lord was pleaſed to turn their Souls unto him- 
ſelf, ſeveral of which are ſince received into this Church, 
and though they ſeem contemptible now in your eyes,and 
in the eyes of ſome others, yet I have good ground to be- 
lieve that they are pretious inthe ſight of the Lord Jeſus, 
and will be foundin him at his;appearance. | 
£ Likew yg doubtnot but ] havea teſtimony in your con- 
ſcience (though now it ſeem obliterated) that you have 
found by experience, that Chriſt was with me in my Work, 
and] am ſure I have often heard it from your mouth (if 
that were worth any thing) &c,.. 

But Itiuſtttere arc hundreds in Zri/tol, that can ſay, 
That theLord hath been, and Rill-is, with my Miviſtry, 
quickning, comforting, teaching , -and refreſhing their 
Souls, howeyer you and others make it. your work to tra- 
duce and reproack me, caſting contempt, upon me, to 
weaken my hands, and ſadden my Spirit, and whatiin you 
and them Iyeth, to diſcourage, and take off people from 
hearing ef me; you ſaying to one in this City, That /- 
Tran 0 II oF: Ons. LOEIe; TIES 
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lo wort bins t6 your Wy "than all the Preachers 3 Briftol : 
Others cry medown asan U/arper, Uncalied, Unkarned, 
 Tgnoramus 0, And another in his late Book, loads me 
with Scoffs, Feers, Derificus,&c. "hich makes me' won- 
der, That you and they which are ſo different 'in-other 
things, yet canall agree, 'tocaft ſtones at me, and diſ- 
h pa. who never intended them or yeu 
any hurt; 8c. | 
|But,'through grace, I find this by experience, That all 
-yourand their labour (as to this particular) is in vain, for 
the more you and they' ſtrive to beat me down, and eo 
-caft-me out of the hearts of the people, the more room the 
' Lord gives me inthe, /and the moreproſperous'and ſuc- 
ceſsfal, 1truſt (and ſome think) my'Work is among them, 
throngh thehelp, grace, and- goodneſs of my: dear Lord 
Jeſus: 'T-write this with lowlineſs/ and humility, withour 
boaſting or vanity, to the praiſe of God, and to'the ſtop- 
ing the mouth of envie, &c. | 

Ttis true, Tam'no Preacher of that thing which you;and 

fome of yourway, call the Goſpel, namely, To'bidevery 
man turn to a Light within him : neither -did ITever read, 
or hear, ' that any ofthe Prophets, Apoſtles, or holy 'men 
of God did-preach ſach a Goſpel, &c. 

But that Goſpel of good'newes and glad tydings, which 
Jeſus Chriſt gives commiffion and'comtrand@to be pub- 
liſhed and preached, toall Nations, and to every creature, 
-that Goſpel I preach, and' you have: ſometimes born wit- 

neſs to me therein, thongh now your teftimony be vailed, 
even the Goſpel of the grace \'of God, us As 20. 24. 
wherein the everlaſting love, grace ,-and good- will of 
God in Chriſt, is freely publiſhed 'and declared” to pour 
loſt undone finners, and the'way to' eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt, through Faith in his blond and righteouſneſs, &c. 
this Goſpel I preach, preſſing all that receive irto'give tp 
themſelves to Chriſt in loye and obedience, according to 

the ſcope and tenor of the Goſpel. 
But the great Argument by which"you would prove me 
to beno Miniſter of the Goſpel is (my ſpeaking,as you fay, 
in 
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inthe fecond:branch'of your ticlepage) 'of having Sarah 
Latcher Whipt and ſent to'Bridwel; &c, Now chatthe- 
R'ader may be informed,” and you, if poſſible, convinced 
of yout weakneſs and folly in.publiſhing this thingz 1 
ſhall here faithfally relate the crath of char ſtory. 

This Sr ab Larcher was ſometime a Member with the 
Baptized people in Zriffel, but Apoſtatizing from them, 
was Excommunicated by them, and fo doth ſeem to have 
the greater hatred to; and- rage againſt the truth, wayes, 
and people of Chriſt ; this Sar«h Latcher being one of the 
fierceſt ſort of the people who, call themſelves 2 akers, 
hath come ſeveral times to difturbe us in our Meetings: I 
ſhall mention thiree times eſpecially. © _ 

Firſt, Once in the publick Place after Sermon was done, 
ſhe fell a rayling ac me, as their manner is, with fierce and 
crnel words, at: which time ſhe was only turned out of 
the place, and nothing done to her. 

Secondly, Another time the Church being aſſembled 
to break Bread, and to celebrate the Lords Snpper, this 
Sarah Latchet came into the place, I having ſpoken to the 
Church aword of Exbortation, in reference to that Ordi- 
nahce, and addreſfing my ſelf ro adminiſter it to- the 
Church, this Sarah Latcher came ruſbing vp towards the 
Table, and in the face of me, with a loud ſhrill voice be- 
gan thus, O thox deteiver, the plagies of the eternal God,efe. 
I ſpake. not a word to her, but deſired the Church, to.be 
Rill in eheir ſpirits, and to mind the work in hand; one 
of our Brethren ſtept forth, and took her by the arm, and 
led herto the door, and put her forth; and this was all the 
hurtſhe had at that time, - 

Thirdly, Another time, the Church being aſſembled, at 
the.uſual time and place of Meeting, one-of our Brethren 
being in prayer, as ſoon as ever he had done, ſhe being 
preſentin the room, did again with aloud ſhrill voice be- 
gin thus, The Prayers of the wicked are abomination to the 
Lord, ce. and ſo ran on along time, with railing, mena- 
cing, dreadful, expreſſions, wher upon I did endeavour to 
top ker, by caſting in ſome words, but it would not Be, 
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ſhe till cdntinned to heap up, and threaten plagues and - 
judgements againſt us ; then 1-went near, thinking to ſpeak 
a word to her, but ſhe lee flee, at me.with end, of. 
rayling, reviling terms, ſuch as they.uſe-to give to the 
Minifters of the Nagon, and that in ſuch a fierce and fu-. 
rious manner, a: hardly any Scauld inthe ſtreet CE par- 
rallel; whereupon I ſpake theſewWords, or to thjs effec, 
That it were fitter [ach ay idle Huſwife as ſhe was, . ſhogeld be 
whipt, aud ſent to Bridnel towork_, than ta go abont railing 
at peaple as ſhe aid, And'whenT had ſpoken thele words, 
I wentfrom her,” and ſhe went her way, and never was 
queſtioned, nor puniſhed for any of theſe abuſes; and 
thoſe words I ſpake but once to her, and this was all I did 
and the occafſionotf it, upon which you build your great 
ſtructure, concluding that 1, am. no Miniſter of the Gol-, 
pel, but a Perſecutor of the truth, &c. as in yourlarge 
Letter to me thereupon'youdeclared ; and that now inthe 
title page of your. Pamphlet you! proclaim to the Nation, 
&c,' but] wiſh you laya better foundation for your other 
buildings, leſt you prove a fooliſh'builder. * 
© Now'T would ask you a few ſober Queſtions, 

Firſt, How comes it to paſs, that you can ſtile Sarah 
Latchet a Servant of Feſus, and publiſh ber ſo to the world, 
Who 15 an 7.5 4 and an Excommunicate perſon, going on 
In ſuch a rayling, reviling, fierce, manner, as vath beex now 
diclared, and a; divers witneſſes 6an prove, whereas there 
are many pretions Servants of feſus, and: Saints of the moſt 
High, now living in England and Briſtol, that have been 
known to walk with God for many years in nprightueſs, their 
foot having held its fteps, and not declined from the good wayes 
of the Lord, neither gone back, from the Commanaments of bis 
lips, but have efteemed bis words, before their appointed food, 
and have ſtood faſt in the worſt of Times, and ſoreſt of Tryals, 
&c. and yet they muſt be cenſured, judged, condemned, '\and 
cryed out agai»ſt by yon, . as if they were the vileſt Perſons on 
earth, and all becauſe they cannat cloſe in with you, and your 
wo oe. EF mn ny Tf 
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Secondly. Now darſt you in yeur Conſcience ſay, That 
thsſcraylings, revilings, carſings, and lies, 6. which foe 
witered, are a teftifying from the Lord ? Do yew not bluſh to 
vame, or write ſuch a word ? Will Jehovah, the great and 
glorious God of Heaven and Earth, ever own ſuch raylings, 
revilings, fc, tobe a teſtifying from him ? Or mill he ever 
tuſtifie y ove, in what you haze here written, aud publifhed to the 
world? O be aſhamed, and corfounded, poor deceived 
man, 

Thirdly, How will youu briag both ends of your Parallel ta» 
gether : you endeavour in your Letter to parallel Sarah 
Latchet with Paul, and Sarah Latchet's /»fferings with Paul's 
ſufferings, and me with Paul's Perſecutors? Now then let 
me a lictle examine your parallel. 

I. Paulthe Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, having received a 
Commiſſion from heaven, doth accordingly preach and 
publiſh the glorious Goſpel of the grace, mercy, and love 
of God in Chriſt to poor ſinners; and likewiſe ſets forth 
the Lord Jeſus, in hisperſon, virtues, and cflices, in- 
viting and beſceching, with all love and tenderneſs, thoſe 
where ever he came to receive this grace, and believe en 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c, And $4r4h Latcher comes forth 
rayling, reviling, curſing, &. Ergo: Sarah Latchet and 


Paulareaitke. 


2. After Paul had with meeknelſs and love, tendred the 
grace of God, and the perſon, and vertues of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the.Saviour, as before, ſome did rife vpapainſt him, beit 
bim, tone him, impriſon him, and whip him, ſo that five 
times he received forty ſtrips fave one, with mary other 
ſore and c:uel abuſes, as you mention In your Letter cu: 
of 2 (or. 14. OC. | 

And Sarah Latche:, after ſhe hid rayled, reviled, and 
pronounced curſes againit people; it Was ſaid to her, Ur 
were fitter ſuch an iale Huſwife were ſent to Bridweil ; Erpo, 
Sarah Latch s ſufferings, and Pauls ſufterings, are both a- 
like, &c. 

3. Pauls Perſecutors, after they had heard rhe pretious 
glad-ty dings oi the ps 5 the report of jeſus _ 
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made unto them, as before, did aRually take, and cruel- 
ly beat, ſtone, whip, and impriſon Paxl, &c. And I af- 
cer I bad been reviled, rayled apon, &c. faid of $44 
Latchet, it were fitter ſhe were whipt and ſent to Bridwel, 
Ergo, Pawls Perſecutors, and T, were both alike, and under 
the ſame condemnation, &c, 

Is this good Logick ? May not all that read your lines, 
read your folly ? &c. But to go on. 

Fonrthly, Will you ask your Conſcience this queſtion, 
Did yu uit publiſh and ſet forth this thing ( to nit, of my not 
being a Miniſter of the Giſpel, cc.) to lay me, if you could 
naer contempt and ſcorn, both in the City and N ation, thangh 
you ks ow in what ſence, and upon what grouna, 1 had denyed 
the title and dignity of a Miniſter, as I have before declared; 
but yon kxowing that this Was a nail that would go, and there- 
fore you ſtrickhere; and was nit this ſ1:ch another piece of en- 
wie and hypocriſie, as por HMris, Prince did manifeſt whey, 
ſhe came to rayl at me, and reproach me at my Lefure at 
N:cholas, when 57 h:r Conſcience ſhe durſt not objett againſt 
any thing that was delivered, though it were often put to her 
by me, but inſteadthereef, after much bitter revilings againſt 
me, called to the People, and bi4 them to beware of me, for ſhe 
. had heard me ſay, 1 had not the Spirit sf God, &c, 

Now ſuppoſe this had been true, That I had at any time 
- uttered my complaint to her, or any others, in the ſadneſs 
. and bitterneſs of my ſoul, when under temptation ( as the 
Lord knows what ſad hours and dark dayesI have paſſed 
through, ſince I came to Brifo/) though you and many 
others little obſerved ir, or enquired after it: but ſuppoſe, 
I fay, Ihaduttered my corplaintto her, as ſhe and ma- 
ny others have done to me, was it a Chriſtian-like part in 
her, to publiſh this in the face of a Congregation, many 
of which might be apt enough to take up a prejudice a- 
gainſt me ? &c. wovld you, or ſhe, or any other, think it, 
either honeſty, chriſtianity, ingenuity, civility,or humanity 
in me, if I ſhould publiſh co the world, what you, or ſhe, 
or they have at any time uttred to me,as a matter of grief, 
burden, trouble, ſadneſs, afliRion, or temptation, m 

ay 
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lay ppon your, or their ſpirits ? now both you and ſhe alſo 
knew full well the ſad complaints of my ſoul under the 
ſenſe of my own Weakneſs, the ſore and terrible temptati- 
ons thatI encountred with the greatneſs and weightineſfs 
of my work, the many eyes that were upon me, andthe 
great difhonour that would have come to the name of 
Chriſt, if I ſhould have miſcarried in my work; which 
mage me £0 ſee the neceſſity, and prize the excellency and 
long for the ſupplies of the Spiric of Chriſt, and often to 
complain of that ſmall meaſure I apprehend I had of it, 
NC. 

But Secondly , Both yon and ſhe, and ſomeothers, 
know in your Conſciences that there was another ground 
upon Which, and another ſenſe in which, 1 had ſometimes 
queſtioned, whether 1 and many other Chriſtians, had yet 
received the Spirit : Which for the Readers information, 
and my own vindication, I ſhill now declares When Ii- 
ved in Londoy, and fate under the Miniſtry of ſome choice 
godly men, | did ſometimes hear expreſſions to this effe, 
That there was a two-fold coming of the Spirit of Chriſt 
into the hearts of Believers, The firſt was that by which 
the eyes of mens underſtandings afe opened, and they tur- 
ned from darknels co light, Faith and Repentance, wrought 
in the Soul, converſion, regeneration, or the new birth, 
effeted; and fo he that was once a dead ſinner, becomes 
a living Saint or Believer, though as yet but weak, a babe in 


Chriſt, &c. 


The Second work or coming of the Spirit, is that by 
which the Soul is ſealed, confirmed, eſtabliſhed, Filled 
with joy and peace in believing, and fitted and furniſhed 
toevery go''d work, that God calls them, whether doing 
or ſuffering, &c, 

Now this put me upon the ſearch of the Scripture, as 
firſt, Epheſ. 1.13. After you believed, you were ſealed: 
which Scripture relates to that As 19. 2. Have yor re- 
ceived the boly Spirit ſince yew believid ? $6. So Atti8, 
14-017. Samariabavirgreccived the Word of God, and 
believed in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized by _ 
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the Deacon, the Church at 7eru/alzm, orrather the A: 
poſtles ſent forth Peter and 7chn, that they ſhould pray, 
that they might receive the holy Ghoſt, for as yet he was 
not fallen upon any of them, 8c, Another Scripture, I 
find, 7ob.7437, 28, 39. 1» the laſt day the great day of the feaſt 
Feſus ſtood and crea, ſaying, 1f any man thirſt, let bim come 
wnto me and drink., he that belieucth on me as the Scripture 
hath ſaid, out of hu belly ſhall flow rivers of living water: but 
this ſpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on hims ſhould 
receive, for the holy Ghoſt was not yet (given) becauſe that 
Feſus was not yet glorified: So Luke 11.9. tO13. ſuch as 
God is a Father unto, are bid to pray, tv ak, to ſeek, and 
to knock, &c, with aſſurance, by many Arguments, that 
they ſhauld receive the holy Spirit: Sointhe 14, 15,16, 
Ctapters of obs, our Saviour ſpeaking to ſuch as did bee 
lieve in him, love him, and keep his Commandments, &c. 
he promiſeth to ſend the Comforter unto them, even the holy 
Spirit which the world could not receive, ce and co this a- 
oree many of the Prophecies both in 1/4. fer. Exch, Poet, 
Zach. and others. 

Now then as tothe firſt work or coming of the Spirit, 
(namely) tomake aman to become a Saint, a Chriſtian, a 
Believer, a. Rew Creature, &c. I never denied, but alwayes 
affirmed, that whoſoever did believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, or had theleaſt beginning of a work of Grace in 
their Souls, it was by the Spirit of God, ard-they had the 
Spirit of Chri(t in the firſt ſenſe, according ro Row 8. 9: 
now 5f any.man bave not the Spirit of (, briſt, he 15 none of his, 


Co! 

But in the ſecond or latter ſenſe, namely, to ſeal, tab!i, 
fill with joy and comfort, &c, with many other glorious ef- 
feRts which the Scrivture ſpeaks of, and which tke Saints 
in che primative t:mes, did enjoy, inthis ſenſe | have often 
fid, that | did queſtion, Whether 1 (rhen) had, or whe- 
ther many others. in the Church had received the Spirit ? 
and to this you.did then aflent, &c, And therefore } did 
aften prels itn the Church, thac we might pray more for 
that blcſlcd Spirit, according to the command an4 promiſe | 
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of Chriſt, Lake 11. 9. 13. as before ; and this is that wiheh 
] have ofcen called the great legacie of the new Teſtament, 
and as Jeſus Chriſt was the great promiſe of the firſt or old 
Teſtament, ſo this bleſſed Spirit is the great promiſe of the 
ſecond or new Teſtament, which. all believers are co wait, 
pray, and long for, as the believers under the fiſt Teſta» 
ment, Were to waitand long for the 27eſſiah; and this was 
my meaning, when'I have ſometimes ſaid, That a man may 
be a-Chriſtian, a Believer, a converted Soul, or a babe 
in C hriſt, and not as yet have received the Spirit, I mean 
Nill in this latter ſenſe, in reſpeRt of ſealing, eſtabliſhing, 
&c, yer I neither did, nor do expe the Gift of tongues, 
or working Miracles, &c. neither do I find thatthe great 
promiſe of the Spirit, was principally to thac end, though 
that was accompliſhed by it, when and how the Lord plea- 
ſed, as Heb 2.4. with divers miracles and gifts,. or diftri- 
butions of the holy Ghoſt, according to his own will, but 
I find rather that the great promiſe of the Spirit, is, for 
ſuch glorious ends as theſe, 8&c. 

1. To open andreveal the hidden Myſteries of the kings 
dome of heaven, as atth.13.11. to you it s given to hnow 
the Myſteries of the kingdom of Heaven, 6. SO 1 Core2.9, 
to the 14. we read char thoſe things which the eyes of men 
(as men) have not ſeen, neither ean the natural man per- 
ccive, yet God doth reveal by his Spirit, &c. So it is pro« 
miſed in 7o-y, to lead and guide into all truth, therefore, 
Eph, 1.17, the Apoſtle prayes for believers, tha! they 
might receive the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, &c, 

2, Tocomfort and chear up poor dreoping believers, 
filling them with »1] joy and peace, conſolation and re- 
freſhment, which is one main end for which it is promi- 
ſed : asin14, 15, 16, Chapters of ot», to Which-agree 
many of the ſayings of the Prophets, &c, 

3, To heighten and. ſtrengthen the Saints with bo[d- 
nefs, courage,. confiancy, and reſolution in their Spirits, 
to do, oro ſuffer for God, as A: 4 8. Then Peter filed 
with the Holy Gheſt, (aid; <5, ſo to the 19. verſ. So 4s 
5.41, And they — rejojyced that they were counted worthy to 
: ſuffer 
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, &c. Which thing neither they nor Petey could do 
tle before, as dark 14. 50. 66 to 71,) Butobſerve, 
5 had not they received the Spirit, ſo Alt; 16. 25, Paul 

and S:/as ſang in priſon 
'4+ To purge and puritie, clenſe and ſanCtifie believers, 
and wake them holy, as 1{4.4.3,4. ſ0 Ezeks 36.25. to 29. 
70el.3.17. then (hail er«/alem be holy, that is, when the 


4 Mountains ſhall drop new wine, and the hills low with 


milk ; as ver/.18. And the fountain come forth of the beuſe of 
the Lora, to wattr the walley of Shittim. 

5. To make poor, dry, barren, empty ſouls to become 
fruitful to God, and to grow in grace, 1/a. 32.5. #xtil the 
Spirit be poured from on high, and the wilderneſs become 4 
fruuful field, 11.4 4.3,4. 1 Will pour my Spirt upon thy ſeed, 

Cc. and they ſhall ſpring up, &c. 10 Hoſe 14.5. 1 mwillbe as 
the dew unta Iſrael, and he ſpall grow, &c. 
\ G, Tofillthe Saints with meekneſs and love, yea, with 
endeared loye towards Chriſt, and bowels of pity cowards 
men, as we ſee it was with the Saints in the primitive 
times, but is much wanting now 

7, Tounite the Saints more together in judgement and 
affection into one heart, and one way, as the Scripture 
ſpeaks, | 

$8. To make them more exad& and ſpiritual in the uſe 
and practiſe of all Goſpel Ordinances, aS es 2.41, to 

” 
, 9. To beautifie and adorn Chriſtians with every ſpiritu- 
al giftand grace, as Gaf.5.22. Ezek,16.10,11,12,13. 

10, To fill them with a mighty Spirit of Faith and Pray- 
er, asthe Saints in the primitive times, after the pouring 
forth of the Spirit had. 

Inaword it isa Chriſtians A/, for by it he can do all 
things, as Phil.1.19.4.13, and Without it he can do no- 
thing well, as Fohn 15, 5. Without me ye can do nothing, 

And thrs I havedeclared my judgment fully about this 
bleſſed truth, and what 1 mean by the pouring forth of 
the glorious Spirit which | ſo often mention in prayer and 
preaching, as the great legacy, privilege, and portion - 

the 
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the Saints or believers in the New Teſtament, &c, ©: 

Now then let me ask you this Queſtion, Whether it had 
not been better for you,and choſe that are gone away with 
you, that yuu had ſet your ſelves ſolemnly to ſeek the Lord 
by Supplication and Prayer, and ſo have continued in the 
wayes, and under the Ordinances of Chrift, watting for 
that bleſſed ſpirit, a5 many of the Servants of God have 
done, and till do, &c. rather than to have taken vp a No- 
tion of a Light in every man, and call that the eternal Spi- 
rit, as ſome of your way do, and then jeer and ſcoff at 
them, that pray for the Spirit, and reproach them which 
complain out of their ſenſe of the want of it, as poor 
Mris. Prince did, when ſhe came to revile me at my Lecture, 
&c. But bleſſed be the Lord, there are many Churches in 
England and Wales, that are now wreſtling with the Lord 
day after day joyntly, and day and night ſingly ( inthe 
deep ſenſe of their wants) for the accompliſhment of that 
glorious, new-Teſtament promiſe, and ſuch an Anſwer is 
already piven to fome, both Independant and Baptized, 
as you call them, that they have no cauſe to repent of the 
tymerhey have ſet apart for that work; and1I verily be- 
lieve, Thatif the people whom you and others ſo much de- 
ſpiſe, 60 on and continue praying as now they do, forthe 
pouring forth of the bleſſed Spirie, there will ſhortly be 
ſuch a breaking forth of the day of Chriſt, that all the an» 
tichriſtian foggs, of falſe do rins and falſe worſhips, will 


- flie and fall, 2s the darkneſs before the riſing Sun. 


And Oh that ſome men in England and Briſtol that are 
now wrangling and quarreliing about thetr humane learn- 
ing, and ſcoffing andenvying thoſe that h: ve ic not, wonl!d 
ſeriouſly conſider this thing, before their lamp go out in 
obſcurity, and their feer ſtumble upon the dark mountains, 
before their arm be dried up, and their eye uttcriy dark- 
ne., &c, 

Now before I part with this, 1 will alſo clear my («lf a- 


" bout another expreſſion, that1 have ſometimes uſed, ard 


at which many have been offended, and that is abont'an 
old and a new Teſtament Spirit ( though of late to avoid 
OO offence, 


(55) 
offence, have forbore it) now by thoſe expreſſions, 1 
did not mean nor intend the Spirit of God, ſo as tocall 
thatan old Teſtament Spirit, for I know that Spirit, was 
one and the ſame from everlaſting, but by an old or new- 
Teſtament Spirit. 

x. I mean the frame and temper of a mans on Spirie, 
and ſo by an old-Teſtament Spirit, I alwayes mean, that 
dark, weak, childiſh and low frame and temper of Spiric, 
which profeſſors generally had, inthe time of the o1d Te- 
ſtament, while u:der the CMoſaical adminiſtration, with 
that bondageand fear, that weakneſs and ſadneſs, that did 
Accompany it, &c. | 

2, By a new-Teſtament Spirit, I alwayes mean, that 
lively, chearful, active, joyful, bold, ſon-like frame and 
temper of Spirit, which che Saints generally in the primi- 
tive times under the new Teſtament did enjoy, Which is 
called a Spirit of Adoption, as the other is called a Spiric 
of Bondape ; a full deſcription of what TI mean is ſet forth 
in two Scriptures, as namely, Gal. 4. from the 1. tothe 7, 
and Heb.rtz from18to24, In Which txo Scriptares is (ce 
forth, 

Firlt, The weakneſs, darkneſs, childiſhneſs , fear, 
bondage, &c. of the old-Teſtamenc ſtate, which is that 
thac I call, the frame, temper, or ſpirit of the old-Teſta- 
ment. 

And Secondly, There is ſet forth,che light, life,ſtrength, 
boldneſs, comfort, courage,joy, & rejoycirg of the news 
Teſtament ſtate, which is that chat I call, the frame, temper, 
or Spirit of the new Teſtament, &c. And whether Chri- 
ſtiins bz nor. generally, more under che oid-Telta;nent 
frame, than underthe new, I leave to their experiences : 
and thus I kave fully declared my ſelf, as to theſe two parti» 
Cuia's ; and if any ſober Chriſtian, into whoſe bands: this 
may cone, ſhall apprehend that | am miſtaken. in ejther 
of them. I ſhali be glad to receive aword frem them in 
love, tacTdo rot expect it from you,, to; whom I now 
Write, &c, | 

You fatther tcll me in your Letter, that you were 

Warr.ed 
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warned from inviſible lights ſome months paſt, to beware 
of me, Which you could not believe, till now it breaks out 
like fire, &c. 1 conceive thoſe inviſible lights, were ſome 
ſecret whiſperers that did bring you many ftories, 'both of 
me, and others, &c. þut; truly. I could diſcern: by viſible 
light, long befdre you left us, that my ſpeaking was but 
lictle acceptable to you, and ſome others, eſpecially. after 
I did begin to oppoſe your ſpleen and paſſion, though 
whil(t I fate ſtill and filently approved. of what you ſpake; 
then was the-excellenteſt man that ever you met with, 8 
you. would ofcen, -both tomy face, and behind my back; 
applaud andextol me ; but when once I began a little to 
croſs you, as many others of the Brethren did,and as ſome 
godly men had formerly-done (as they ſaw cauſerenough ) 
then you and your partie began to fume and fret, and'nst 
was Often obſcrved-to go obt of: the Meetings, when 1 had 
been.to ſpeak, though I did oppoſe you with all the tender- 
ueſs that poſſibly 1 could, as knowing what a partie/you 


had in the Church, . and what influence you had/upon * © 
them z bur nowyou ſay. the fruits doth appear, and break ** | 


ou: like fire, &c, - JOLIE 
Q. «And what it? ] But that I ſhovld fay, Thatfuch 
an idle Huſwife, as is before mentioned, ſhould be ſent to 
Bridwel cather than to go rayling abour,as ſhe did: Now I 
appeal co all Chriſtians upon the face of the earth, what 
hurt this was, to this poor, rayling, curſing, fierce crea- 

tare 2 &c, : | 3 
2. And was this the ground upon which ſome of your 
company ſpread it about the Country, andplace of my na 
tivity, whata perſecutor I was become, ſo: that the good 
pcople-rhere, that had known me to be of another temper, 
did wonder, and were troubled; until they underſtood, 
what you and your company- meant by ſuch things, and 
that it was becauſe | would not joyn with you and your: 
new Religion, and with the people that_ call themſelves 
Ovakers. Again, Was this the ground:ipon wh'eh you 
did ſo ofcen cry out againſt ?adaſes-in-the Church, a-lictle- 
before youleftus ; bur bleſſed be the Lord, we can now. 
I 5 
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offence, have forbore it ) now by thoſe expreſſions, 1 
did not mean nor intend the Spirit of God, ſo as to call 
thar an old Teſtament Spirit, for I know that Spirit, was 
one and the ſame from everlaſting, but by anold or new- 
Teſtament Spirit. | 

x. I mean the frame and temper of a mans own Spirie, 
and ſo by an old-Teſtament Spirit, I alwayes mean, that 
dark, weak, childiſh and low frame and temper of $pirir, 
which profeſſors generally had, inthetime of the 01d Te- 
ſtament, while u:der the CMoſaical adminiſtration, with 
that bondageand fear, that weakneſs and ſadneſs, that did 
Accompany it, &c. 

2, By a new-Teſtament Spirit, I a|wayes mean, that 
lively, chearful, active, joyful, bold, ſon-like frame and 
temper of Spirit, which the Saints generally in the primi- 
tive times under the new Teſtament did enjoy, Which is 
called a Spirit of Adoption, as the other is called a Spiric 
ofBondape ; a full deſcription of whatT mean is ſet forth 
in two Scriptures, as namely, Gal. 4.from the 1. to the 7, 
and Heb.12 fromi8to24, In Which exo Scriptares is (ce 
forth, 

Firlt, The weakneſs, darkneſs, childiſhneſs, fcar, 
bondage, &c. of the old-Teſtamenc ſtare, which is that 
thac I call, the frame, temper, or ſpirit of the old-Teſta- 
ment. 

And Secondly, There is ſet forth,the light, life,ſtrength, 
beldreſs, comfort, courage,joy, & rejoycirg of the news 
teſtament: ſtate, which is that chat I call, the frame, temper, 
or Spiritofthe nzw Teſtament, &c. And whether Chri- 
ſttins bz not generally, more under che oid-Teſtainent 
frame, than underthe new, I leave to their experiences : 
and thus | kave fully declared my ſelf, as to thete two parti» 
Cuia's ; and if any ſober Chriſtian, into whoſe bands: this 
may cone, ſhall apprehend that | am miſtaken in eztacr 
ofthem. I ſhali be glad to receive a word from them in 
love, tacT do rot expect it from you,. wo, whom I now 
Write, &c, 

You farther tcil me in your Letter, that you were 

Warr.ed 
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Warned from inviſible lights ſome months paſt, to beware 
of me, Which you could not believe, till now it breaks out 
like fire, &c, 1 conceive thoſe inviſible lights, were ſome 
ſecret whiſperers that did bring you many ſtories, 'both of 
me, and others, &c. but: truly I could diſcern by viſtble 
light, long befdre you left us, that my ſpeakiag was but 
little acceptable to you, and ſome others, eſpecially. after 
I did begin to oppoſe your ſpleen and paſſion, though 
whil(t I fate ſtill and ſilently approved. of what you ſpake; 
then was the excellenteſt man that ever'you met with, 8: 
you. would ofcen, both tomy face, and behind my back; 
applaud andextol me ; but when once I began a little to 
crofs you, as many others of the Brethren did.and as ſome 
godly men had formerly-done (as they ſaw cauſcenough ) 

then you and your partie began to fume and fret, and as t 
was Often obſerved-to go ont of the Meetings, when I had 
beento ſpeak,though I did oppoſe you with all the tender. 

ueſs that poſhibly I could, as knowing what a partie you 


had in the Church, and what influence you had' upon © * : 
them ; but now you ſay the fruits doth appear, and break 


ou: like fire, &c, We = 

Q. Aud what 15it ? ] But that I ſhovld fay, Thatſuch 
an idle Huſwife, as is before mentioned, ſhould be ſent to 
Bridwel rather than to go rayling abour,as ſhe did: Now I 
appeal co all Chriſtians upon the face of the earth, what 
hurt this was, to this poor, rayling, curſing, fierce crea- 
thre 2 &c, 

2. And was this the ground upon which ſome of your 
company ſpread it about the Country, and place of my na« 
tivity, whata perſecutor I was become, ſo that the good 
pcople-rhere, that had known me to be of another temper, 
did wonder, and were troubled; uatil they underſtood, 
what you and your company meant by ſuch things, and: 
that it was becauſe | wovid not joyn with you and your: 
new Religion, and with the people that call themſelves 
Ouakers. Again, Was this the ground:upon wh'ch you 
did ſo ofcen cry out againſt Fadaſes in the Church, a licle 
before youleftus ; but bleſſed be the Lord, we can now. 
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rejoice; that the innocencie of the upright is cleared; and 

the 7#dafes are diſcovered, &c, and whether I or you have 

betraicd and crucifted the Lord Jeſus, in hisSaints, in hig 

'waies, in his name, and in his truth, T ſhall humbly leave, 

&c. 1 do not boaſt, but deſire with all hamylitic and reve- 

rence to acknowledge and-admirethe power, grace, mer- 

cy, and goodneſs of him by whom, 1 a poor worm have 

been preſerved, whilſt ſuch a Cedar, or Star, as you were 

taken to be, is fo ſadlie fallen ; bar it is no more than whar 

ſome have thooghe and ſaid long ago, That pride and ar- 

rogancie would havea fall, as Prov, 29. 23- But lething 

that thinketh he ſtands, take heed leſt he fall, &c. 1 Cor, 10, 

F3, 

But now you fty, I openly oppoſe the appearance of 

Chrift, where itis found in life and power, &c. What; be- 

cauſe I ſaid of that poor deluded Creature, 1: were fettey 

fee were ſent #0 Bridwel ? O poor deceived man, that you 

ſhould be a profeſſor of Religion, ſolong, and now come 

Since :þj; T' to publiſh fuch a piece of folly co the world, as to call the 
have been three fierce raylings, &c. of theſe people, the appearances of 
#ime! diſturbed: (hy; in liſt and pewter ; and my ſpeaking that one word 
is 0obery to her once, an sppoſing of Chrift, Ge. Whereas ſhe had no 
{oxed,  burtdoneher, ner a word ſpoken to any Magiſtrate a- 
gainſt her ; nay, though ſhe, and others of your way, have 

16 or x7 times oppoſed me, and rayled at me, yet never 

bu: one, andthat butonce was queſtioned or impriſoned 

forit, and yet Iam cried out againſt in word and Writing 

by you and your companle, as the great p:rſecutor,which 

now you tell the world you have been warned by inviſible 
kghts ſome months paſt, to b:ware of me: But how can. 

you call $ar4h Larehet the Servants of God, and Witnefſes 

of Jeſus { inthe plural aunber ) whereas it was but to ſhe 

only, and that but once I ſpake thoſe words, though ſhe 

rayled at me many times, but ask your own heart, whether 

your Deſrgn were not to drawout my ſappoſed Offence 

to the world, and then conſider, whether inſtead thercof 
you have not ſet out your own folly, envie, and hypocriſie>' 

But where is that meckneſs, and bearing, that ſome of you 

3: Bagg ig] bent den oncreS. boa 
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boaſt of, that you won'd nut return evil for evit , bnt Lejug 
eurſeds youbleſs, &c. Poor creatures, itis an eafie thing 
£0 flatter your ſelves, and ſpear words,&&c. but let any one 
touch you, though but in a word, :and they ſhall find you 
as rough, both in rayliug and writing, asany : Bur what 
would you have done unto me, if | ſhould have comeints 
your Mectings and diſturbed you, and rajiled at you, &c, 
as ſhe and others have done at me, you would have fent 
me ( not to Bridwel ) but tothe bottomleſs pit, if words 
could bave doneit ? You cloſe your Letter with many 
ſceming expreſſions of love and pity : as, | 

x. That] might ſee the ſandineſs of my foundation. 

2, Know the things that belong co my peace, * 

3. Eſcape the pit, 

4- Not ſhut up the kingdom of Heaven againſt my 
ſelf and others, &c. | 

T, As for my foundation, Iknow no other, nor preach 
no other than that foundation and Corner ſtone which is 
laid in $:ox, even Jeſus Chriſt, the. Son of God, and Son of 
man, in one perſon, upon whom, throughgrace, I have 
calt my ſoul for eternity, and other foundations 1 look not 
for, &c, | 

2. As tomy knowing the things that belongs tb my peace, 
Cc. I bleſs the Lord it is the groaning of my foul to him, 
for that bleſſed Spirit of revelation, in the knowledge of 


. the Myſterie of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, 


that I may believe more, love mo:e, and obey more, 
&c. 

3. As for my eſcaping the Pit: I defire the like for you : 
and in order to that, 1 have conſented to, and helped on, 
the Admonitions that have been ſent -by the Church to 


you, and the other poor ſouls tht are with you, &c. 


4. Bur foerthly, As for my ſputting up the kingdom 2- 
gainſt my ſelf, aud others. &c. I can ſay, through grace, it 
bath been, and is daily my great care and work, to preach 
the kingdom of God freely co tinners, and to let forth rhe 
Lord } ſus Chriſt, as the way to that Kingdom, and to in- 
vitc, ard encourape all pour fouls to come into that king= 
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dom, by Jeſus Chriſt the true door. or way, 'and by the 
ſtrait gate of believing, which the Scribes and Phariſces, 
by putting men upon working for life; did:ſhut vp againſt 
themſelyes, and others: and who doth ſo:now, but thoſe 
that bid all men £«r» '0 2 Light within them, and ſo take 
them off from believing onthe'perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
looking to. be ſaved by what he hath done, and ſuffered, 
wrought, and accompliſhed for. man, &c. 

But 1 ſyppoſe your meaning is,. That I ſhould give 0- 
ver preaching, and come to yeu, and your way ; I know 
this hath beea the-lopging defire of many'iof you a great 
while: for theſe were the words of one of your way, the 
laſt time ] was 1n your houſe, That 7 kept many from receiv- 
ing, or embracing the Light : but Ideſire to blefs the Lord, 
thattbrough the riches of his'grace to my ſoul, I have been 
hitherto preſerved, and I have ſeen my. Call to, and Work 
mthis City clearer ſince you left us,than ever I did before, 
both as to this, poor deſolate Church, and 1 kewiſe to many 
Precious ſonls in Brito, among both of which I truſt I 
may fay with humility and comfort, :that God hath made 
me of {9me uſe, though I be as nothing, &c. And truly. 
I do hope, that God who chuſeth the things that arenor, 
to confound thethings that are,&c. wil yet uſe me,as arrin- 
ſtrument for good unto his people in this City, and the 
rgther becauſe, both you: with them of your vay ,andotiers 
that' are of, other waies, do fo violently, and cauſelcfly ſet 
againſt me, which makes me ſometimes take upthecom- 
plaint of the Þ. ophet 7eremiah, Jer. 15.10. Wo i me, Fc, 
d,bave neither lext upon vſury, wor have min lent menpy us 
ſary, and yet ev.ry one of themaoth curſe-me, vr [peak twil 
1:p0n,me, as ſame tranf}itigns-read it « : but, bleſicd be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ther yet:my 
lamp is not gone. forth in obſcure'darkneſs, &c.- And 
thus 1 have done with the ſubRance of your Letter, Iin- 
tend t0.add a ſhort word to the enſuing part of your 
Book, but I ſhall firt makea little digreflion, :by joyning 
an occaſional wordito what ] have now wri'ten, &c, .. 

- 1 ſhalldefireyou ro Confid:r, Whetker you | avenat 
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by thisact of yonrs, -in [publiſhing me thus tothe workd;} 
tickIcd-the hearts, and p'eaſed. the fancies of many, who 
were full enough of prejudice againſt me before ; nay, are 
you not'joyned-as a Brother in bitterneſs, with him that 
wrote the late Book, called, Satan Enthroned in hu chain 
of Pefts/enre: | Let any judicious Chriſtian compare'your 
Book with the latter part of his, and ſee whether thoſe two 
bitter ſtreams, do not both ariſe from one corrupt foun- 
zain'; : namely, the Spirit that is from beneath : may not I 
return-your own words vpon you, which you unjuſtly 
charge upon me and this Church , from Obeadiah 31, Thou 
waſt like one of them, c. and-is this the kindneſs of a friend, 
or the part ofa brother ? O how truly are. thoſe Scriptures 
fulfilled in you, Mic. 7.5. Truſt ye not in a friend ' & ce 
Jer. 9. 4. Take ye heed, cc,.' tor every brother will utterly 
ſupplant, and every neighbour: will walk with:ſlanders. 
You had written your Letter to me abouta yearago z.and 
if you had known ought by me, [your might have written 
more; butfor you, now to publiſh itto the world, and 
ro proclaim it in your Frontiſpiece, and that in ſach a'ſub- 
tile manner, that he 'that reads. your title page and my 
nime, would verily think: { if they did not know: other- 


wiſe )) that ] were ſome dreadful perſecutor, and that I. 


had cauſed ſome Servant of Chriſt to be Whipt and 
puniſbed ;- but 1 truſt the Lord will look upon my wrong, 
and your envie; my innocency, :and your hypocrifies, &c. 
but | know it is/in vain torWrite farther to- you, and truly 
had it not been for the vindieation of the truth, and ſatis- 
fat on of ſome poor ſoulsin this City and Nation,I ſhould 
have caft your Book,: and the other mars Book aſide , and 
never havetroubled my ſelf to'haveanſwered you or him ; 
but ſince.itis ſo, that both:your Books.are ſpread abroad; 
and read by many, at which ſome are grieved; others ſtag+ 


gered, and people generally apr to conclude:that things . 
re ſo, as lieand you have ſaid, becaufe:1 am filent and . 
{ay nothing, as Iremember- it was with, me once before, , 


when 2 publick:Scandatwas raiſed and'eaft upon me at my 
firſt coming:co Briſtcl, which the Lord knew, andT inmy 


own - 
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a year, reſolving my innocency fhould anſwer for me, &c. 
which made many conclude 1 was guiiry becauſe I was fi. 
tent, till at length I was forced eo ſeek 's publick Vindica- 
tton'by the Magiſtrate (vhich I had) and then the months 
of bad people were ſtopped, and the minds of good peo» 
ple fatisfied: 

So 1 conceive it might be now, if I were whoily ſilent, 
as to'whityou and he dorwrite, though. indeed I had re- 
folved ſence, and rohave-given you, and him, and others, 
leave to have trampled upon me; and wereIina private 
Capacity, I think I ſhould do fo : but foraimuch: as the 
Lord hath fer me as a publick inſtrument in his work, and 
that that which you and he have written of me, tends mach 
co rhe defaming of me, and the hindrance of my work,by 
Lzying ſtumbling blocks of prejud ce, into the minds of 
peopleagainſt me, I therefore think my ſelf bound for the 
eruths ſake, ard for the ſake of ſome good people in this 
City, being thereunto alſo adviſed and perſwaded by 
godly friends, to ſer forth a fear words of truth and ſober- 
neſs, both to your Book and his. 

And I defirethat neither you nor he will be offended 
that 1 joyn you both together in this my Anſwer, for firſt 
you a:emuch alike Brethren in bitterneſs, againſt the peo« 
ple called Independants and Baptized, as may be cen 
throughout your. Book : and inthe latter part of his, 

' Secondly, I find, that he hath ofcen joyned you with 
me, therefore Ithink it not improper to coupple him wita 
you, and I hope that neither your f:ijends, nor his, will 
Jook vpon my ſodoingas any diſparagment to:you,ornint, 
Yetl muſt needs ſay in ſome things ke is:more modelt than 
you intaarbe'doth not name me, as you vften do, thoagh 
in ſomethings you are more ſerious -than be, inthat you 
co not jce''me as he often doth; ' bur. both you and he have 
done whac you could, ro lay me arder contemps' and 
{co:n tothe whoje City and Nation, and therefore I fhafl 
new addreſs my-'ſelf to anfwer forme few paſſages mn "_ 
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Book, though not for your information, but for my owe 
Vindication, and for publick and general ſatisfaRion, 


&C., 

Aqgd firſt in the 48 page of that his Book, called, Satan 
enthroned in bis Chair of Peſtilence, 0. he tells a ſtory, 
how they, meaning the Church in 3r:fo/,ſend for a Taylor 
out of #alesto be their Teacher, &c, in which he deals 
very diſ-ingenioufly, for firſt, he knew that I was ſent for 
by the Major of the City, ſome Aldermen, many of the 
Council, and other Genclemen and Commiſſioners of the 
City of Briſtol, which I rake to be the Repreſentative of the 
City, &c. As likeWiſe, I was ſent for by many ofthe 
godly inbabitants, as I have elſewhere declared ; and that 
not oply to be a Teacher mthe Church of Briſtol, but to 


be a publick Preacher of the Goſpel in the City, as I have, , 


through the help and grace of Chriſt, hitherto continued ; 
and he himſelf, ac my firſt coming, gave me theright hand 
of fellowſhip, and profeffed he was ſatisfied in my Call. 
But ſecondly, I was no morea Taylor in Wales, than 
he was any of his former Callings after he came to Briſto/: 
For when I was called co Preach the Goſpel in Wales, x 
Iefr my former Employment, as he did leave his ſeveral 
Callings, when he took to preaching: the next thing con- 
cerning me in his Book, is page 59, where he mentigneth 
2 great Woman, that had three Children unbaptized : the 
eruth of which I ſhall relate, by which the falſeneſs of his 


Relation will appear, &c, There was about the time of 


my coming firſt to By:fo! a godly woman, one at whoſe 


Husbands houſe, the Church did often uſe to meet; ſhe: 


having been delivered of a Child, did about a month after 
deſire the Chu chto meer at-her houſe, co renderpraiſe to 
the Lord, and to ſpend ſome time in Prayer and con- 
ference, &c, ac@rdingly the Elder, that then was, did 
vpon the firſt day of the week appoint that the next Meet» 


ing ſhou}d be arſuch a place, to ſuch anend:inow when - 


the Church was-met, ſhe defired that her Children mighe 
alſo be preſented to the Lord by Prayer, both rhatwhich 
ſhe thealay in with, and one more about the age of two- 
years, 
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Feats; Whether any more of her Children were then pre: 
Jent, I donotremember ; but the like was done again a- 
bout ewo yearsafter , when the Lord gave her another 
Child, and as it hath'been done for' many others upon'the 
like occaſion, and as [have known it often done in Wales, 
and | bere recommend it to all ſober Chriſtians, eſpecially 
ſuch as are diffatisfied intheir judgments and Conſciences, 
about Infants Baptiſm, namely, That when any godly 
Woman, a Member of a Congregation, hath received fuch 
a mercy, ſhe ſhould at-ſome convenient ſeaſon preſent her 
felf with her Child in the Church, that Praiſe may be 
regedred to the'Lord on her behalf, preſenting her Child 
alſo tothe Lord by Prayer, &c, at which time the Parents 
may dec}are in the Congreeation the name of the Child, 
thatitmay beemered into che Book, where the names of 
the "Congregation are written, as the Children of the 
Church, ' who -npon occafion may be mentioned to the 
Lord as theſe: of the faithful, that when theſe Children 
come to ag ſand the Lordſhall give them to profeſs Faith 
in Chriſt] Yfidthar chey du believe with all their hearts, 
as Act8. 347. theymay then: be admitted to the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, both Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper, «s 
Believers were in the Primitive times, As 2.41, 42, this 
I leave to the Conſideration of all, but eſpecially ſuch as 
doinot ſeeground:to ſprinckle their Children, and I the 
rather mention this, becauſe there are tnany who'ſince they 
left of Infant'Baptiſm, that are (as I conceive) t00 remiſs 
in the duty of thankfulneſs, and too careleſs of the preti- 

ous Souls of their Children, &c. 
' Now this was all, that 1know, that was inthe eye and 
intent of this godiy Woman, andthis was the utmoſt which 
was cone atthir time, concerning the,Woran and her 
two children, ( which this man calls a ho -daring at- 
tempt) - which I deſire the judicious ReaGer to cenſider , 
&c, As fot this jerking, jeering, quib'thg,-and ſcbfling ar 
the learned Teachcr, che revercnt Cohpgrepation; the 
mock-/Ordinance,' and dry Baptiſm, - &c. 1 fhall not an- 
fwer him, left I ſhould be like unto him, - neither canl ſay 
what 
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'What diſcourſe ſhe had with the other diſcreet Geritlewo-: 


man which he mentioneth , but this I,know, the Woman 
was 2a very judicious Chriſtian, and was well informed and 
fatisfied about the unvartantableneſs of Jnfant- Baptiſm , 
and was her ſelf ſhortly afcer Baptized, according to the 
true intent, manner and adminiſtration.of that Ordinance, 
fo that this was no invention to give her ſatisfaRtion, as he 
ſaich 5 nei:her did ſhe or any of the Congregation look up- 


. on this as Baptiim , for both ſhe and they ( for onghe I 


know ) were fully ſatisfied againſt that practice, before I 
had ever any acquaintance with heror them; and for his 
jerking, and jeering again about prayer, before and after 
and 2bout the words of Inſtitution to the new Ordinance, 
&c, All which might better become the mouth of a Stage- 
player, than the penof a Miniſter, And for his ſsying 
the Children were as muck heachen as before. truly I cruft 
they had more benefit by this ſoleran a& of the Churches 
prayer, than if he had in kis way baptized them ; bur I 
did not think till now, that he had held that Chi'dren 
were made Chriſtians by Baptiſm. 

| The next thing he mentions is , about my being Bapti- 
zed at London, &c. ]had two reaſons for my being Bap- 
tized there rather than here-: Firſt, becauſe I am a Mem- 
ber of a Church there, who are of the fame judgement, as 
to this particular: Secondly, becauſe I knew nonaghere 
that had that latitude in their Principles, as ro Baptize me, 
unleſs I ſhould come off from this Church in point of 
Communion, which in my conſcience I could not do, I 
knoxing them to be apretious godly people , how ever 
now under contempt 3 but thatI did it there, er that 
concealed it at all to ſave my Maintenance, that is not true; 
for I did publickly own it as ſoon as I did come home, 
though with that moderation and tenderneſs, as not to 
orieve or offend any, but as for his jerking and jeering, at 
my falling from dry Baptiſm co Dipp-ng, &c. 1 ſhall not 
anſver him: But for that go{ly man Mr. eſſe, whom he 
calls an Anabaptiſt, Teacherof London, 1 ſhall not ſay 
much for him, he hath grace enough to bear his reproches, 
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onely this I muſt ſay , his coming hither Was not. to. per- 
form any Bi/op- like confirmation, as thismanſcems to-in- 
timate ; butrather to endeavour the ſetling and eſtabliſh- 
ingthe minds of the People of this Citie, againſt the per- 
nicious Do@rin of the onuakers - and I believe his endea- 
vours Were not ſacceſsleſs in that thing. Apain, for my 
becoming an open profeſſed Dipper, (as be faith ) though 
1 abhor his jeecring. yet | do own the word and pra ce, 
and therein I do no more thanall the preachers in Bri/to/ 
do, for tacy Baptize and Pceach, and I Preach and Bap- 
tizez onely they Baptize Infants, and I Baptize Men and 
Women, as Philip did, As 8,12, andwhoſe praftice is 
moſt juſtifiable, theirs or mine , I refer to the Scriptures 
intheir proper and genuine ſenſe todetermine, and to any 
judicious impartial Scholar to interpret, as John 3. 23, 
Atts 8.37, 38, 39. At5s 10,47, 48, Atts 22,16. But for 
my unchriftening him and is Children; I never nttered 
ſuch a word ; but if my praRice grounded upon Scripture 
do it, ] ought not to be blamed: Likewiſe for his unchriſtian= 
like dealing with that godly man,Mr.7 omds, publiſhing his 
name to the World ; 1 (hall ſay little, for he hath wiſdom 
and grace, either to anſwer him , or to bear his reproa- 
ches, enely this] percetve by 2 Letter from Mr, Tombs, 
that the thing is falſe ; And for his calling Mr. Tomb; our 
greateſt Champion, &c. truly the man is much miſtaken , 
for we do not lean upon Man for our practice , we ha» 
ving both the Command and example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his bleſſed Apoſtles, recorded inScripture, as 
HMatt, 28. Mark 16, Lnke 3.23, Chriſt himſeif was Bap- 
tized when he was about 3o years of age; ſo that Mr. 
Tombs, is not our Champion : But for his miſ-drawn con- 
ſequences, how I can give the Lords Supper to the Devils 
children, if Mr. To:bs had ſaid fo, as he writes of him , 
would it therefore follow, that T, and all others, mnſt be 
of. Mr. Tombs his mind in thatthing ? 1 cannot ſee this to 
be a neceſſary conſequence, 8&c. but 1 do abhor and deteſt 
any ſuch uncharitadle ſenſoriouſneſs, and I belicve Mr. 


Tomb; doth-ſo alſo, &c, 
doth-ſo alſo, &c Ke: 
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fixait in theirs ;. yet we donor differ, but can bear with each: 
ether in love,though for my juggling or diſ-ingenuity I paſs 
not to be judged by him, &c. though 1 know it would 
pleaſe him better, if I were of a furious, impetuous, violent 
ſpirit, ſo as to breakall in pieces, and ſet the Citie and this 
Church in a flime, and thereby make my ſclf ro be abhorred 
of all both good and bad ; bur, I crult, :s the Lord hath, ſo 
he will gr=cicuſly give me a more {ober, ſweet ſpirit, to 
walk tenderly towards all, and to do good to all : And truly 
] can ſay, through grace, that I do not love any man the 
more or leſs for his judgments ſake, whether he be Preſ- 
b; terian, Independent, Baptized,8&c. But where ever | ſee 
the image of -Chriſt appear (which is love and holineſs) 
the:e 1 difite to lovea: d honor, 

And for his large Parentheſes, from page 52. to page 55, 
wherin he makes an Apologie for his bitterneſs & paſſion, 
(as he had need enough todo) and then cloſes with a pro- 
poſal,that if we will but acknowledge his Miniſtery, 
Churches, and Qrdinances, to be accordingto the Inſtity- 
tions of Chriſt,and ſuch as With whom we «ill hold com- 
munion, then he will write a RetraQation, 8&c. 

I anſwer, Jet him firſt but prove that they are ſo, and 
then we will ſoon acknoxledge ir; but. till then, though 


he be ſo wiſe ss to propſe it, we ſhall not be fo fooliſh-as 
to grant it, Vc. 


And as for his Margirall Note upon page 55- about our 
being thought roown their Miriſtery, becauſe we-hear ſome 
of them. Truly, I think, he had need not ſpeak of that, for 
few of us do hear him, or intend it,ti!l he be of another tem- 
per, yet I do not refuſe to hear any ſober, godly man, 
- though I muſt 'needs fay, I have but little comfort in, or in- 


couragement to, the heaffng of ſome, who are ſo often ven- 
ting their-paſſion and bitterneſs, &c.. 
The next thing concerning me is, pap. 55. Where he layes 
_ an-ccuſation againſt me,and the Society with whom Iwalk, 
that-we regle&-d (fora long time) the Neclarations of his 
(Highneſs )for ſulemn meetings, &c. whereby. he endeyours 
it he coul9, to render me,and this Church,obnoxious in the 
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eyes of the Governours of Englaxd ; but, through mert- 
cy, the chicf Magiſtrate, and, chief Governors of this 
Common-wealth, have more, wiſdom and 'grace, than eo 
hearken to ſuch accuſations, eſpecially from men of his 


temper ; butif I were ſo wicked, and voidof ingenuity, as 


to go abour to accaſe men-for ſach negle&+, I mighe find 
matter enough to writeand publiſh againſt my neighbours; 
but 1 ab':or and deteſt ſuch an envious and unworthy ſpi- 
rit, &c. But I do not remember that ever this Church neg- 
Ie&-<d one ſuch meeting , neither did | ever omitabove once 


or twice, at the moſt, preaching publickly, as I durſt appeal | 


to the whole Citie to bear me witneſs ;- but ſuppoſe 1 had 
upon the change of the Government, being ſcrupled' or dif- 
ſatisfied , ſo as to omit once or twice preaching, are there 
none in England or Briſtol have done the like, and is 
it the part ofa Miniſter to rake up old Stories, to preſent to 
the ears ofthe Magiſtrate, and copubliſh to the Nation to 
jocenſe them againſt a perſon or people that live peaceably 
under, are ſubje& unto,and make ſupplicacion for thoſe that 
are in authority, as the Scriptures require, T3tz 3.1. 
Tim, 3. 1,3; ard as we are weil known to de. &c. I 
ſhall fay no more but the Lord rebuke the Spirit of En- 
vic, &Cc. 

As for many other things in his Book, both concerning 
me and the Chnteh with whom 1 walk ; as firit, his jeering 
at our cutting out Churches according to our fancied pri- 


. mitive pa:ern, and our being :mar'd in the ſhaping, &c, 


wherein he pleaſeth himſclt, and men ike bimſelf : And ſe- 


_ condly, his groſs-miſtake in laying th- blame of all the miſ- 


chief the Quakers have done in Brifoll, with many other 
evils and falfities to the charge of this poor Conpregation, 
ſome of whom bave (tood as much, and born as full a teſti- 
mony againſt the principles and praQtic:s of thoſe miſerable 


' deluded people, as cver he hath done,. and perhaps to better 


purpoſe,8&c. 
Now as forhiglarge and unlearned Diſcourſe abont an un- 


| godly learned min, being fitter to preach than a godly man, 
' that. wanteth onely. human learning, in.refpe&.of divers + 
| Fl Tongues * 
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Tongues; as likewiſe his ſuppoſed inſufficiency of the Spi. 
ric of Chriſt , to furniſh and accompliſh, fit and enable 
men to that work, &c. I ſhall not undertake to anſwere. 
very particular that be aſſerts about this matter, from pag, 
62, tO pag, 66. Onely if I might be choughe worthy co in- 
form fach a man as he is, or any other of his mind , T 
ſhould adviſe them to take heed of grating upon, jerking 
againſt, ſlighting or undervaluing of that bleſſed Spirit of 
the Lord. Jeſus, inanyof its Offices, operations, effeRs, 
or different adminiſtrations , in and among the People oc 
Church of God ; I fay, I ſhould adviſe them to take heed, 
leſt when God ſets the ſolitary in families, the rebellious 
dwell in a dryland, and whilit ſome arelike trees planted 
by the waters, never ceaſing to yeild their fruit, others be 
like the Heath in the Deſart,that ſhould not ſee when Gd 
cometh, but inhabite the parched places in the wilderneſs; 
For all the Trees of the field ſhall know , that the Lord can 
bring down the high Tree, and exalt the low Tree, he can dry 
1p the green Tree, and make the dry Tree to flouriſh; yea , 
and by the pouring forth of the Sparit from oz high can make 
the Wilderneſs become a fruitful Field, and the fruitful Field 
to be counted for a Forreſt, as Ezth, 17. 24, 1/a, 32. 5. 

He layes it upon ſome as a reproach, page 62. That we 
teach by the Spirie, &c. I deſire humbly co acknowledge 
and attribute it a8nto the bleſſed Spirit of Chriſt, that L 
have at any time been, or now am embled in any meaſure 
to ſpeak-or publiſh-any truthof God, either to the convers 
ſion of ſinners, or to the edification or conſolation of the 
Saints and People of God ; and truly if this man do not 
leanand depend upon the help ofthe Spirit in,his work of 
preaching, I ſhall not much wonder, if kis Miniſtry.proye 
as I have ſometimes ſaid or feared, many mens haye-done, 
as a miſcarrying Womb, and'dry;breaſts, notwithſtand- 
ing all their great learning, of which they ſeem to. boaſt, 
&, - He further demands, page 63: whether: all that have 
the Spirit can teach publickly-, 8c. Firſt,; if by teaching 
publickly, he mean preaching and 67 py ter ee 
hachdone forthem ; and likewiſe declaring to others _ 
cae 
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the Lord hath:taught them, &c, Then I anſwer it is the 
duty of all Chriſtians. ſo to do, I Pers 4, 10. Asevery mars 
hath recesved #he gift, /o let him miniſter the ſame, &c. as 
Eldadand HMedaddid, Naumb, 11, though one man envi- 
ed, and another complained, as.fome do now, yet 4Zoſcs 
the man of God, he approved of it, &c, 

But ſecondly, if by preaching publickly , he mean a 
publick and ſolemn undertaking the work of preaching 8c. 
Then I anſwer, I do not think that every one, that hath 
the Spirit of Chriſt in him , or the work of 'grace in his 
ſoul, 1s fit to be a publick Preacher ; for there are diverſi- 
ties of gifts, and differences of adminiſtrations, as ap- 
pears, 1C07,12,4.to the 11. Yet, where the Spirit of 
God hath fitted any, and the People of God that know 
them well, do ſee them: fit, and judge them fir, and ap- 
prove of them -publickly, calling them thereunto, theſe 
may be fit to teach publickly, atleſt to their own Nation, 
as the 70 Diſciples were, Lnkz 10. 1, though they had ne 
Sites of Tongues as we read of, no more than the tweijve 
Apoſtles had , during the timeof their preaching to their 
own Nation, before the Aſſention of Chriſt ; and that 
they were to preach to all Nations according to their fe- 
cond Commiſſion, Matt, 28, Mark, 16. yetIdo notin 
the leaſtNlight, deſpiſe, or undervalue learning, nor learn- 
ed men, that have grace with ic, and do not ſcornfully 
trample: upon them that want it; but to ſay that no man 
may preach without it , is to make a law, where Chriſt 
hath. made none; for the ſeventy Diſciples , and twelve 


Apoſtles, did preach long before the day of Pentecoſt, &c. - 


He likewiſe demands, who will ſtep forth and tell him, 
( andnotlie) that the Spirit doth teach them to under- 
ſtand the meaning of the word Juſtification, or Adoption, 
&c, Ianſwer, if none but ſuch as can ſpeak Greek and L1- 
tin, can underſtand what Juſtification and Adoption is, 
&c. how then can any that have not Greek or Latin, bes 
lieve they are juſtified or adopted, ſeeing that it 15-anorher 
Maxim in theSchools, that-no man can believe more than 
he doth nnderſtand ; But farely.thoſe Souls that have been 


ficſt enlightened by: the Word and Spirit of Ghuiſt, to fee | 


and | 
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endknow theirloſt condition, while under ſenſe of con: 
demnation; and hath alſo been led by the ſame Spirit 
through che Word of grace, to believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift with all ther hearts, and by his pretious blood, to 
ſce themſelves freed from condemnation, and in his righ- 
teouſneſs to be made righteous, aod ſo to find the comfort 
ofitin ſome meaſure in their own ſouls, they can ſpeak of 
it to. the praiſe of God, and to the edification of others, 
and that by the help and affiſtance of the fame bleſſed Spi- 
rit, yea perhaps more ſenſibly, feelingly, plainly, and pro- 
firably, than the moſt learned DoRer in the world, that 
knows it onely ſpeculatively, by learning , reading, and 
ſtudying. | 

As for that ſcornful word #»/ettered , which he doth ſo 
often uſe, and caſt as a reproach upon ſome men, &:, I 
anſwer, truly ſome of vs do know our Letters as well,and 
can put them together into Syllables and Sentences as right, 
2nd pronounce them as diſtin and plain, perbaps as him- 
ſelf ; but T ſhall notad to this, onely conclude with Prov. 
3.34. Surely the Lord (corneth the ſcorner, and giveth grace 
tothelowly. And1I deſire ſeriouſly to weigh, and to com- 
mend to all ſober Chriſttans, thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor, 1. from 19 to 29. and Chap, 2. from. to 15. and 
Chap 3+ 18,19, 20. byall which it appears, the great A- 
poſtle of Chriſt, was of another mind, than this man ſeems 
to be. Hedemandspage 65, What an vnlettered Teacher, 
or Ignoramus would ſay, if he Were to difcourſe with a 
Papiſt, oran Adverſary about Juſtification, &c. Truly, I 
would ſay this, if any ſhould our of pride, curioſity, and 
vain confidence, run without a call, co diſcourſe with an 
Adverſary, ( P-piſts or others ) about that or any othec 
point of Chriſtianity , &c, he might expe that tht Lord 
might juſtly leave him co himſelf, and ſo he might betray, 
or ſhame the truth, and ſo mightirt be with the moſt learn- 
ed Tcacber inthe world. 

But ſecondly , if a godly man were providentially, or 
clearly called, ro maintain or defend, thator any other 
truth of God againſt an Adverſary, ( Papiſ# or others ) 
he going in the fear of the Lord, and in afenſe of ſelf-in- 

ſufficiency, 
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ſaficiency, in faith and hope of the preſence and aſlifance 
of the graceand Spirit of Chriſt he might expe&according 
to his promiſe, ate. L0. 9. Take no thought for it ſhall be 
given jeu in that ſame hour, what ye ſnail {peaks And verſe 
20. For it is not ye which ſpeak,, but the Spirit of your Father 
which ſprakethin you. And how truly was this fulfilled in 
the Martyrs, both in plain Country-men, andalſo Wo- 
men, yea, young Youths and Mayds , who diſcourſing a« 
bout points of Chriſtian Religion, and diſputing with men 
of as profound Learning, as fomeare now, who boaſt ſo 
much of ir, namely, the Popiſ Biſhops and Dottors , and 
how thoſe poor Martyrs did by the help of the bleſſed 
Spirit, without Latin or Greek, confound thoſe enemies 
of truth, and affertand maintain both the Do&rin of Ju- 
ſtification, and other points of Chriſtian Religion, as the 
Hiſtory of Ats and Monuments do ſufficiently declare 
and though we have no cauſe to preſume, yet we have 
good ground to hope and believe, that the ſame God, 
will by the ſame Spiric, give in the ſame ſupplies to his Ser- 
vants inthe ſame caſe, if he ſhould again callchem to ic,or 
if he ſhould call any of us to aſſert and maintain the bl: {- 
ſ-d Doarin of Juſtification, orto deſpute the glorious pri- 
vilege of Adoption, And whereas he ſaith, page 56. That 
we give out our ſclres to be gifted Brethren, and fo fit for 
the work of the Miniſtry, &c, For my own part 1 do not 
know that ever JT gave wut ſuch aword, and the Lord 
knows, that I have lower and meaner thoughts of my ſclf; 
and truly had not the importunity and p:rſwafions of 
ſome prevailed with me, beyond what I thought of my 
ſelf, I think I bad never been an eye-ſore to this man in Bri 
ſal, nor a trouble to any others in the work of preaching ; 
and if he or any other can make it appear to me, that it is 
the will of God, that I ſhould give over my preſent work, 
I eruſt it is not all the Gold and Silver in Briſtot,that ſhouid 
hire: me to continue in it; but truly ( as other things ) ſo 
the vialent oppoſition that I meet with from men of divers 
ſorts, do much confirm that it is the will of God, ti acl 
ſhould continue in my work of preaching, &c. And fo 
long ( though I ſhould meet wh greater difficulties than 

ever 
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everT have yet done ) I truſt Tſhall go on With it, expe£ 
Ring the preſence of Chriſt with me jg and his bleſſing upon 
me therein. Ido not ar all refle& upon thoſe godly men , 
that he quotes page 66,67. though I cannot but wonder 
that a man ſhould expreſs ſo much bitterneſs againſt 4=a- 
bapriſts., as be doth in his Book, and yet ſeem fo toap. 
plaud a bipciz:d man, that is a perſon of honor, &c, Like- 
wiſe how a man can ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly againſt Sepa- 
ration-, and ſeparated Churches, and yer ſeem ſo to ap, 
plaud that eminent Dr. Owew, who isa man (o eminently 
for the Congregational way, that ſome men call 7ndeper- 
dency.or Separation; which. makes me to think, that if all 
the people 1n England and Briſtol, Whichare called /xde- 
pendents or Anahaptiſts, were great Or in high places, he 

would love them, or make them- believe {o, &c, 
But thirdly, fer that godly man Mr, Baxter, whoſe face 
I never ſaw, yet do T-highly honor & elteem for ſome of his 
works, and for what good I bear of him, yet I ſee no 
oround, why 1 ſhon'd ſo underſtand Mr. Baxter, or the 0- 
ther rwo, asthis man ſeems to force their meaning; for, 
admitit be true, that an angodly learned man, may know 
as much, or more, of the literal and grammatical ſenſe of 
Scripture , than a gracious man may do, which is all thac 
they.afficm ; doth it therefore follow,that a godly unlearn- 
ed man, ( if it were proper to call any ſo) may. not un- 
derſtand and know, publiſh and declare the truth of 
Chriſt, to their own comfort, and the edificition of others, 
for my own part I cannot ſee this to bean infallible conſe- 
quence, and I am confident that two of thoſe men are 0- 
cherwiſe minded; andif godly Mr. Baxter ſhould megq 
ſo, yetI know, there are many others of likeeminency , 
both for Learning and Godlinefs, that are of another 
mind in this particular, as I might abundantly ſhew from 
their- works that are extant, as likeWiſe that experience 
God hath given ts in this later age, 'of his owning , bleſ- 
ſing, and pr«-ſpering, ſuch in the preaching of the Goſpel, 
to.the converlion of many ſouls, hoth in:Exglaxd and 
Wales, &c. But what | have here written may be ſufficiene 
to diſprove what he doth falſty aſſert, page 67: that the 
: by pretence. 
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pretence of preaching by the Spiric is but a pious fraud, to ſet 
up our ſelves in the hearts and conſciences, and conſequently 
in the purſes of people,&c which thing he again mentions, 
pag 51,52. Where he jeers at my contribution, calling it z 
Feeling argument, &c. wherein he ſeems ro compare me to the 
Liwyers, Whoaccount a good Fee to'bea feeling argument in 
their Clyents cauſe : 'Buc I ſhall not anſwer him , onely as the 
Proverb ts, 7t z the property of a covetous Man to think eve 
thing too much that another hath. Buthe draws up the reſult 
of all, pag. 68. and concludes, that the in-let and out-ler, the 
fore-door and back-door of all our miſeries,is an ignorant, 
unlettered,and contemptible Miniſtery. 

If by the word (Or) he mean our miſery in Br:ftoll,then I 
anſwer , Surely it is ſtrange, that ſo greata floud of evill and 
miſery ſhould come in at ſo narcow a door, there being but 
one unlettered , uncalled Miniſter in Brifoll (in his ſenſe) ali 
the reſt (be they what they will ) are learned and called, con- 
ſtituted and eſtabliſhed Miniſters, as he mentions again, pag. 
60, &c. No doubt bur the Princes of 1ſracl,through the inſti- 
gation of the Prophets,thought the like of Feremiah when they 
were wroth with him,ſmore him, and put him in priſon , and 


when they (aid unto the King ze beſeech thee let this man be "_ 37-15, 
prt to acath, for he ſeeketh not the welfare of thus people, but the 35. 4 


hurt. So likewiſe Amaziah the Prieſt of Bethel, when he ſence 
to Feroboam King of Iſrael, ſaying, e Amos hath con/pired a. | 
gainſt thee,cc.Poor Amos he had notindeed been bred a Þ:o- 
phet, neicher was he the ſon of a Prophet, but a Herdſmin and 
a gatherer of Summer fruit; and now he muſt be baniſhed the 
Kings Chappel as 2 conſpitator : this was hard meaſure, but 
God provided better for him. Reader, I do not compare my 
ſelf wich Feremiah and Amos, but onely tolet thee ſee thar as 
Sol:mos faith, That which hath b:en i now, ayd there is no neW 
thing under the Sun, 

But ſecondly, it by the word Or miſery, he mean the mi- 
ſery and calamity of England frit or laſt ; truly then I (hall 
grant and ſay as he doth, that the in ler and ont fer, fore-door 
and back-door of muchof Erglands miſery (and conſequently 
of Briſtol) is an ign »rant; angonly. laiz, pron, = 

2 ſoul= 


Amos 7.1G, 
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foul-anodeving iniſtery, who have made themſelves con. 
eemptible and baſe in the eyes of all good men,and in the con. 
ſciences of many bad, And though (as I have keard)there were 
two thouſand of them. petitioned againſt in the time of the 
long Parliament , and many of chem then pluckt up by the 
roots both in Eng/andand Wales;befides what hath been ſince 
laid aſide for ſcandall and infufficiency , by other Committees 
and Commiſlioners appointed for that purpoſe :.yer I think. 
Exgland hath cauſe enough ſtilltro mourn for, complain of,and. 
pray againſt, a great part of the Miniſtery thereof : I do not 
ſpeak this of all, nor intend it to all ; for I doubrnot co affirm 
againlt che Quakers, that God hath many pretious ſervants in 
the Miniſtery, both -among thoſe called Presbyrerians, .and 
them called I»depeudents, and the Baptized, and ſome that are 
of, or under none of theſe names ; yea, both learned and 
unlearned, &c. who yetare faithfull co the Lord Jeſus, and 
doprefer the converſion and falvation of pretious ſouls, before 
all the treaſures in the world, and who do rejoyce to ſee thar 
work of God carried on by any,cither learned or unlearned, as. 
men now ſpeak ; and [ truſt, that as the Lord, who holds the 
Stars in his right band, will eſtabliſh ſuch ; So the time is near, 
When men hill not weararovgh garment (or a propheticall 
g2rb) rodeceive, but that the falſe Prophets and unclean ſpi- 
ritsſhall paſs ont of the Land, and that God will raiſe up, and 
' give Paſtors, according to his own heart, for faitbfulis he that 
hath promiſ:d, whoalſo will do it. 

And whereas he faith, page 68. That you ſhall know them 
(to wit the ignorant and nnlettered Miniſters) by this Badge 
or CharaRer, they arc ſeparating, faftious, and ſchiſmaticall, 
&c. ] remember theſe were words much in uſe, and caſt as 
brands up»n the godly people called Puritans, by the Biſhops. 
and their Clergic abour 20,or 30 years agoe, and how it comes 
topaſs that theſe words are taken up again, I know not, unleſs 
it be that the ſameſpirit that was in the Biſhops and their 
Clergy is again revived : and if fo, then they in whom itis, 
had beſt take heed that they apply thoſe Nicknames righter 
than the former did, leſt} &c. 

But I ſball give another Badge or Character of thoſe that. 

I 
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I mean, \and that is, you ſhall-alwayes know them by their 
pride, (envy, and covetouſneſs, or their ſeorning, reviling and 
perſecnting all-choſe that differ from them ; and:therefore as he 
commends the caution and counſel of the Apoſtle, Ros.,16.17, 
18. So fhall I make bold humbly co recommend the caution 
and counſel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Iarth,7. i5, 16, Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets, &. for by their fruits you ſhalt kyow 
thems. 1 do no: ſpeak this of any godly man or men,for | know 
no godly men can do ſo asabove. | 

Now for his cloſing word to the Miniſters that are ſawfully 
called, &c, if bylawtully called he mean Pattors or Elders, 
called, choſen, confticuted,ordained and appointed to office in 
Churches, and by Churcties, according to the New Tefta- 
ment, and according to the example and practice of the 
Churches of Chriſt both in New Exg/avd and Old, then I 
freely cloſe with him therein; for ſuch a Calling and Ocdina®» 
tion | own and plead for according to Scripture. - ; 

But if by Miniſters [awfully called, he mean all the Pariſh 

Miniſters in Zaz/and or Briffo# (as ſuch) then 1 cannor buc 
wonder how any man p-etending to godlineſs, durſt ſo toa- 
buſe thar pretious Seripture, As 20. 28, and how he will be 
able co prove that P:iriſhes are ſuch Churches, and that all Pa- 
riſh Miniſters (are ſuch) and by the holy Ghoſt made Over- 
ſeers in the ſenſe of that Scripture ; for my own part I muſt be 
filene , and foI think might he well have been. It is true the 
29. verſemay in a ſenſe be rightly applied to ſome men in 
England that. call themſelves Miniſters, whe ſince the Apo- 
ſtles times, and the apoſtaſic that followed, havelike grievous 
Wo'ves entred in, not ſparing the flock, &c. 1 write not this 
of, nor intend it to any godly man of any judgement what- 
ſoever. 

Bur as for the reſt of his jerks, jeers,quibles,ſcoffs, derifions, 

reproches and untruths, which he hath calt nucon me, with all 

the injury and wrong that he hath (thereby) done to me, I 


| ſhalllay it at my feet looking upon it as the fruits of a froathy 


brain, and the produts of a ſpleeniſh temper, and ſhall nec 
beſtow a pen full of ink, or one minutes time roanſwer ir, bur 
do rather in my heart wifhand defire,that he may ſo repent of 
chis piece of folly and wretchedneſs, whereby he hath _ 
ne 
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ned the hearts, and opened the mouthes (of many againſt me 
that it ay do his ſoul no more kurt another day than it = 
me at preſent ; in the mean time I reſolve to fit dowa in ſi- 
lence as to him, &c. 

And now Ireturn again to you Denvy3 H.lliifter , to doſe 
np my anſwer to your Book, and | cannot” but take no- 
tice (as many others do) of your ſhamefull abuſing that pre. 
cious upright ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt Robert Simon, though I 
ſuppoſe, he will clear himſelf, or (at leaſt) his innocency will 
anſwer for him, and ſtop your meuth another day : In the 
mean time cannot but bear a tetimony efohis integrity and 
your impudency, in that you do fo fiercely and falſly charge 
him to bealyar ; whereas I can teſtifie that the thing was true, 
which he, as meſſenger of the Church, did 'tadmoniſh you of ; 
namely, that you ſhould fay, that the Scripture was a blind 
and plague to Souls ; which thing yon did ſpeak at a publick 
meeting in your ewn houſe,as I doubt not but there are more 
than ewenty perſons, ſome of the Church, and others not of 
the Church, who can alſo teſtifie the ſame, Whether your mea- 
ning was then as now you Write, pag. 18, 19. 1 ſhall not dif- 
pute; but that you did ſpeak thoſe words is true, and no lye 
invented, nor lye proſecuted, &c. Therefore if there be any 
lyar in this thing, you are the lyar ; yet I durſt not jadge you to 
the Lake, but rather pray & hope that God may ſhew a miracle 
of mercy in ſaving you from it, anddo adviſe you to take heed 
how you throw them into the Lake, or under condemnation, 
whom Jeſus Chriſt hath by his pretious blood, and perfe& 
righteouſneſs graciouſly freed from it. And as for the fio of 
lying, you will do well to caſt the beam out of your own eye, 
&c, For Robert Simpſon is a man as well known in Briftoll to 
be a truth- ſpeaker, and a juſt, upright, confcientious dealer, as 
any of thoſe that do accuſe him. 1 ſhall ſay no more, but lee 
every man prove his own work, Gal. 6. 4. 

But paſſing by mzny of thoſe impcertinencies in your book, 
I find thar after your letter to me, there is an anſwer to 16, 
Lueries, formerly ſent to you, or to the people called 2 ua- 
kers, and afterwards printed by that pretious ſervant of 
Chriſt, Fobz Pendarves bebore his death- 
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| 1 night commend your wit, in patting forth your an- 
fwer after the man is dead : Secondly, I obſerve that theſe 
ſixteen Qaeries have been once anſwered ( in a faſhion ) 
by James Naylor, a man then highly admired and cried up 
by you, orthoſe of your way, as a man of great infallibi- 
lity, Which perhaps might help to puff him up with pride, 
by which he came to fall into this ſad condemnation,&c. 

Now whereas ſvme of your way, boaſt muchof your 
being all led by one and the ſame Spiric , ſo that though 
they were ata great diſtance, yer they all ſpeak but one 
thing, &c. Now let any man read and compare your an- 
ſwers with Tames Naylors, and ſee how near they come 
together, ualeſs it be in railing, judzing, and cen{uring, 
though therein I muſt needs ſay his anſwers are more my- 
derate than yours. 

And whereas a late Writer for your way , puts it by 
way of deriſion to the Preachers in Exg/and, that if (ix of 
the moſt able DoRors, ſhould have a portion of Scrip- 
ture given them to interpret, and they ſhut up In ſix ſeve. 
ral rooms,. &c. that perhaps nct two of che ſix agree in 
their interpretation, | 

Now. ſuppoſe you had taken four more of your Teachers, 
(ſuch as ſome of ycu had challenged the whole world to 
accuſe of ſin) and made them fix in number, and have 
given them theſe ſixteen Quz 1zs apart tO anſwer, perhaps 
they woald have come as r.car, as you and Naylor doin 
your anſwers, or aS{ix of the weakeſt Preache's in Eng- 
land might have done in their interpretirg a place of 
Scripture. 

As for your word to Ezz/and , I ſhall ſay lictle to thar, 
but defire rather to mourn for the evils and abominations 
therein, as I know it is my duty and yours aiſo, if you 
knew how to do it ; and fol conclude, expeRing that I 
ſhall have many ſharp Arrows of bitter words ſhot at me, 
botl/by you and'others ; but for that I matter nor much ,. 
being conſciqus to my ſelf, that I have wri:ten in piatnneſs 
words of truth and ſoberneſs,and thatg:bave been prefled 


by others to do what 1 have done, and that rather, for the 


yvindt- 
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-viadication of truth, than of my (elf, and: rather for the 
- ſakes of ſome 'gadly = who may read it, than for 
Idire& it; and-if you or ethers, ſhall 


your ſakes to 
dip your pets ir Vineger or Gall to-write again , & bope[ 
ſhall bear it, or modelily reply to it, though my thoughts, 
are rather to ſuffer my felt to be trampled-upon,then a- 
gain.to anſwer. a word, ſecing that of making many 
Books there is no end;- and much ſtudy is a wearineſs 6f the 


; flelMi, 'Ecc/e/: 12. 12, And knowing alſo that neither you 
- nor others, can ſpeak or write me ſo vile, as I canand do, 


ſee, and acknowledge my ſelf to be, as in my ſelf, yet is 
my perfe&tionand compleatneſs inanother, even in Chriſt 


. Jeſus my:Lotd ; in whom is all righteouſneſs, all ſtrength; 


and all fulneſs, laid vpfor all thoſe, that ſenſibly fee and 
feel that in them, ( that is in their fleſh ) dwelleth nogood 
thing, &c, . and thereupon do look unto; him, to. receive 
of his fulneſs, grace for grace ; in which glorious perſon, 
all that do believe are juſtified, and by whoſe grace and 
bleſſed Spirit,they are-in a meaſure fanRified,and throngh 


. Whoſe pretions bload, :an4 perfe&trighteouſneſs, media. 


tion and interceſſion, they ſhall be ecernally faved , and 
in whoſe way, I could as gladly now'as ever, ſabſcribe my 


ff,-- : 
Your Friend, 
Tx 


FINIS. 
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There is now in the Preſs, a Book written by Robert Purne!,entituled; A 
litth Cabbinergrichly Rored with all ſorts of heavenly varizties; where 
in there Is a Remedy for every Malady viz, Milk for Babes,and Mext 
for ſtrong Men, and the ready way for both co Obtain, and rerzjn afſu 
rance of Salyation zwbeing.an Abridgmentof the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the true Chriſtian Religion ; and ro be fold ar the Three Bjb/cs i 
CE 


